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INFORMATION ITEMS

None

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

COMMISSIONERS' COMMENTS

12/1512009

Mr. Eaby says he knows they enjoy their discussions concerning The City of
Dover but he knows they are not directed towards the City ofDover residents
who, as we all know, pay a large percentage of the taxes that come to the County,
about 27%. We all appreciate the City of Dover and how we work together in the
County. Your comments are mostly generated probably towards the City Council
and that is fine, they can take it. Just wanted to make that comment.

To make it very clear, Mr. Eaby, my comments are never directed at the residents
of the City of Dover and certainly not directed to 85% of the members of Dover
City Council, said Mr. Banta. My comments are directed specifically at a
member of City Council and probably a non-commissioned member of City
Council who, unfortunately, have received and presented information that is
totally untrue. I don't know that it is their fault; I think the research people did
not do the work clearly or accurately. I think time is a healer; I think we enjoy a
great relationship with the City of Dover. I was with the Mayor and the City
Planner this evening; we shook hands; we are good friends; there is no problem; I
think problems with one or two members of Council will probably resolve itself
once all the facts are derived. At the end of the day, the numbers I have presented
in the past, along with others, will clearly point out that the amount ofmoney in
regard to County taxes within the City limits ofDover is miniscule. I will not
change my position on that; I think it will be well founded and proved in time.
My comments are always directed strictly to one member of Council and one
member at large of Council who has no vote but makes a lot of comments.

Mr. Angel stated he was at City Council last night. There is another Councilman
that made a comment that set me afire. He said City Council could not get an
audience with Levy Court on the issue they were debating. I looked at Mr. Petit
de Mange, he looked at me and we said simultaneously "they never contacted us".
The problem I see is a communication issue. I believe we need to have some
better dialogue.

Mr. Banta said one of the major papers will have a story on Thursday which will
clearly define our position unilaterally, respectfully and tells the truth.
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Mr. Brode wanted to thank Sweeney Claus for the gift of the library tonight.

Mr. Petit de Mange reminded the Commissioners that tomorrow from 11 :30
through 1:30 is the annual Christmas luncheon here in the building for the
employees. We welcome any Commissioners who can make it. Secondly, Mr.
President, at the conclusion of the meeting we have the contract documents here
for you to sign if you will. That way we will have them and get them on to the
Seller and we will be done.

A final comment, said Mr. Banta - I would like to wish everyone, and it may be
inappropriate to say this, but I wish everybody a Merry Christmas and certainly a
prosperous and healthy New Year and to those members of the audience, the
same thing - I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I think
what little conflict there is between the County and the City will resolve itself
very soon. Facts are facts and that will solve the issue and we can move on to
bigger and better things.

Mr. Sweeney thanked Commissioner Eaby for clarifying that. It is absolutely true
that the City of Dover residents are a big part of the County and we commend
them for their participation in what we provide. Wednesday night at Dover's
caroling on The Green a Santa Claus made a comment concerning the library to
everybody present and we were able to laugh about it. I believe this issue will
pass with the taxation and in a year from now we will be laughing about that as
well. I also wish everybody Happy Holidays. This is our last public meeting
before the Christmas season. A very Merry Christmas to everybody.

ADJOURN

M-390-09 Motion was made by Mr. Angel, seconded by Mr. Sweeny and carried by Roll
Call vote 6 yeas, 1 absent (Ennis) to adjourn the meeting. 9:03 PM

if'~dTtJ~
Loretta L. Wootten
Kent County Clerk of the Peace

29 Del.e. §10004(e)(2). The Agenda items as listed may not be considered in
sequence. This Agenda is subject to change to include additional items including
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