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For Immediate Release                                                                                                
 

Kent County Rises to the Occasion at a Time of Intense Difficulty  

 
Dover, Del. – Unusual times calls for unusual measures, and this year Kent County has been put to the test.  At 
its August 25, 2020 Combined Committee and Business Meetings, the Levy Court recognized the Planning 
Services Department for their outstanding service to County residents in the wake of the record breaking torna-
do that touched down on Tuesday, August 4, 2020, as well as work overload due to the coronavirus. The torna-
do was classified as an EF-1, 200 yards wide, with winds of 105 mph, traveling than 29.2 miles through Kent 
County and into southern New Castle County.  
 
Within hours of Tropical Storm Isaias ripping through Dover, Kent County Inspections and Enforcement Of-
ficers hit the pavement assessing property damages and talking to devastated residents. For the next several 
days to follow, inspections of buildings and property for compliance with the County building code, and en-
forcement of zoning, housing and property maintenance ordinances ceased, as the officers were pulled away 
from normal duties. Five Inspections and Enforcement Officers were recognized and received tributes from the 
Levy Court Commissioners to include: Senior Code Enforcement Officer William Shannon Morris, and four 
Building Code Inspectors, Robert W. Silvagni, Brian S. Reed, Timothy G. Hudson, and Robert K. Frankel.  
Having an EF-1 tornado with the intensity of 105 mph winds that which spawned off of TS Isaias was an eye 
opening experience and Kent County’s Inspectors rose to the occasion.  Levy Court Commissioners thanked 
the Officers for their extra effort and support to the residents of Kent County.     
 
Meanwhile, a sixth Building Code Inspector, Paul Modesto, was recognized as Employee of the Month for the 
month of September.  Modesto earned this honor by his willingness and extra hours to help reduce the recent 
backlog caused by an uptick in building permit applications since COVID-19.  Having been with the County 
only two years, he has proven himself to be a team player and hard worker. 
 
Since the August 4, storm the Levy Court has established funds to support yard clean up by providing more 
than 50 rolloff containers for yard debris and 6 containers for construction debris to communities to date, and 
have had taken debris to their respective waste sites.  Partnering with the City of Dover, Kent County Levy 
Court helped deploy Team Rubicon, a team of veterans and first responders who specialize in helping commu-
nities after disasters, to assist with clean-up efforts.  And, the Kent County Department of Public Works has 
assisted with the clean-up in a couple of the hardest hit areas. 
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Front:  Robert W. Silvagni, Brian S. Reed. Back:  Timothy G. Hudson, Paul Modesto, William 

Shannon Morris, and Robert K. Frankel. 

Team Rubicon 



Public Safety Chief Colin Faulkner introducing Team Rubicon to the Levy Court Commissioners. 

Public Works Staff assisting with post storm clean-up: Eric Adolf, Shawn O’Toole, and Cordae Showell 


