
Serving Kent County with Pride

Community Newsletter & Parks, 
Recreation and Library Activity Guide

Kent County
LEVY COURT

Spring 2021

@KCLevyCourt



2 Kent County Levy Court | Spring 2021

About the LEVY COURT

About the ROW OFFICES

Levy Court is your County government. Kent County 
Levy Court is comprised of seven elected Commission-
ers: six are elected from the districts in which they reside, 
and the seventh elected at-large to represent the entire 
county. The Commissioners serve at the will of the elec-
torate and answer solely to their constituents. Since the 
Commissioners are elected officials, it is customary to re-
fer to them with the designation of Honorable.

Levy Court responsibilities include: enacting planning 
and land use ordinances; providing parks and recreation 
facilities; establishing fees; providing emergency medical 

services; 911 communications; emergency management; 
approving sewer system construction; establishing the 
yearly tax rate; appointing department heads and over-
seeing the county departments that support the mission 
of Levy Court. The Commissioners appoint a County Ad-
ministrator who is responsible for managing the day-to-
day operations of county government. 
Levy Court offices are located at 555 Bay Rd.. Residents 
may call 744-2300 to reach a County Office. 
For more information on Levy Court, please visit our 
website at www.co.kent.de.us.

Kent County has four Row Officers: each of which is an elected 
official. Row Officers serve four year terms and each is empow-
ered to manage their office. Each row office performs a distinct 
function within the County Government. 

Row Officers are held accountable to the electorate and it is 
customary to refer to them with the designation of Honorable. 
These offices are open Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. 
to 5:00 P.M.

HON. TERRY L. PEPPER
President At-Large

302-531-8803

HON. ALLAN F. ANGEL
Vice-President 

Commissioner 3rd District
Committee: Administration 

302-382-6735

HON. JOANNE MASTEN
Commissioner 1st District

Committee: Finance 
302-653-6235

 

HON. ERIC L. BUCKSON
Commissioner 4th District

Committee: 
Planning Services

302-943-2832

HON. JODY SWEENEY
Commissioner 5th District

Committee: 
Community Services

302-943-7328

HON. GLEN M. HOWELL
Commissioner 6th District

Committee:  
Public Works
302-531-8832

HON. JEFFREY W. HALL
Commissioner 2nd District

Committee:  
Public Safety
302-632-0757

MICHAEL J.  
PETIT DE MANGE, AICP

County Administrator
302-744-2305

REGISTER OF WILLS: 
Hon. Harold K. Brode

Harold.Brode@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2330

Chief Deputy -  
Dianne M. Rager

Dianne.Rager@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2328

RECORDER OF 
DEEDS: 

Hon. Betty Lou McKenna
Bettylou.McKenna@ 

co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2321

Deputy – Vanessa L. Laughman
Vanessa.Laughman@ 

co.kent.de.us 
(302) 744-2318

CLERK OF THE 
PEACE: 

Hon. Brenda Wootten
Brenda.Wootten@ 

co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2346

Deputy - Patricia A. Brown
Trish.Brown@ 
co.kent.de.us 

(302) 744-2347

SHERIFF: 
Hon. Brian E. Lewis

BrianE.Lewis@ 
co.kent.de.us

(302) 736-2161

Chief Deputy - Chris White
Chris.White@ 
co.kent.de.us

(302) 736-2161



3Spring 2021 | Kent County Levy Court

Kent County PHONE DIRECTORY
Kent County Administrative Complex

555 Bay Rd., Dover, DE 19901 
Levy Court 744-2305

Assessment Office 744-2401

Building Permits & Inspections 744-2451

Code Enforcement 744-2452

Community Development 744-2480

Economic Development 678-3028

Engineering 744-2430

Facilities Management 744-2357

Finance 744-2386

Tax Section 744-2341

GIS/Mapping 744-2416

Information Technology 744-2365

Parks & Recreation 744-2495

Personnel 744-2310

Planning 744-2471

Kent County Emergency Services Building
911 Public Safety Blvd., Dover, DE 19901 

Emergency Communications 735-2200

Emergency Management 735-3465

Emergency Medical Services 735-2180

Kent County Library
497 South Red Haven Lane, Dover, DE 19901 
Library Services 744-1919

Kent County Parks and Recreation
1683 New Burton Rd., Dover, DE 19904 

Main Number 744-2495

Kent County Wastewater Treatment Plant
139 Milford Neck Rd., MilfoRd., DE 19963 

Wastewater Facilities 335-6000

 
KKEENNTT  CCOOUUNNTTYY  DDEEPAARRTTMMEENNTT  OOFF  PPUUBBLLIICC  WWOORRKKSS  

22002211  HHOOLLIIDDAAYY  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  
GGAARRBBAAGGEE,,  RREECCYYCCLLIINNGG  &&  YYAARRDD  WWAASSTTEE  SSEERRVVIICCEE  

 

KENT COUNTY 2021 
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

Jan. 1, 2021 New Year’s Day

Jan. 18, 2021 Martin Luther  
 King’s Birthday

Feb. 15, 2021 President’s Day

April 2, 2021 Good Friday

May 31, 2021 Memorial Day

July 5, 2021 Independence  
 Day

Sept. 6, 2021 Labor Day

Nov. 11, 2021 Veteran’s Day

Nov. 25, 2021 Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 26, 2021 Day after  
 Thanksgiving

Dec. 24, 2021 Christmas Day

Dec. 27, 2021 Day After  
 Christmas

Dec. 31, 2021 New Year’s Day

ATTENTION
KENT COUNTY GARBAGE COLLECTION CUSTOMERS
(This does NOT apply to you if your collection is provided by a CITY, TOWN 

OR PRIVATE CONTRACTOR)

GARBAGE, RECYCLING & YARD WASTE SERVICE
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A 173,000 square-foot former paint manufactur-
ing plant in Dover is seeing new life and new jobs, 
thanks to a joint effort of the Kent Economic Part-
nership, the state of Delaware and Kent County.

The facility located at 1886 Lynnbury Woods Road 
was purchased for $4.25 million, part of a total in-
vestment of $17.2 million, to develop manufacturing 
and warehouse jobs at the site.

Nephi, Utah-based National Vinyl Products is an ex-
truder of PVC fence and rail products sold across 
North America. This new state-of-the-art extrusion 
plant will employ 80 workers as equipment opera-
tors, quality control and plant / equipment main-
tenance personnel while allowing the company ac-
cess to customers across the Eastern US.

USA Fulfillment Services, a Chestertown, Mary-
land-based logistics company, is leasing space at 
the building and will use it for warehousing. It will 
employ between 30 and 40 workers, bringing the 
total number of people working at the building to 
as many as 130.

The building, which was formerly occupied by PPG, 
has been vacant since 2019 when the company 
closed its paint factory.

“This is a real win for Delaware and for Kent Coun-
ty,” Governor John Carney said. “This brings back 
to the area many of what I call the ‘new old’ jobs 
that for years have helped Delaware families put 
food on the table, pay the mortgage and send their 
kids to college.”

It took a coordinated effort by Kent Economic Part-
nership and state and county government to make 
the project come together.

“NVP considered several other locations, including 
one in Maryland,” Kent Economic Partnership Ex-
ecutive Director Linda Parkowski said. “It was all-
hands on deck and everyone we turned to for help 
in making this project happen was there when we 
needed them. From the Governor, who reached out 
to National Vinyl Products, to the Division of Small 
Business who found USA Fulfillment as a tenant, 
to the Council on Development Finance which ap-
proved a bond and grants and Kent County Levy 
Court which provided additional funding, it was a 
team effort.”

The Council on Development Finance at its June 

meeting recommended the issuance of a bond of 
up to $10 million to help finance the cost of ac-
quiring the building and purchasing manufacturing 
equipment. CDF also recommended $268,823 in 
grants for the project.

Kent County Levy Court will provide a $75,000 
grant and a 10-year tax abatement for the project.

“Kent County has always had a strong manufactur-
ing base supported by skilled workers.  The loss of 
jobs due to the closing of the PPG paint plant was 
certainly a blow to many employees and the area,” 
Kent County Levy Court President Terry Pepper said.  
“Levy Court is very happy that Duratech, Shureline 
and USA Fulfillment have chosen Kent County as 
their home. I know these employers will find the Kent 
County workforce ready and able to fill their employ-
ment needs.  Kent County looks forward to serving 
these companies for many years to come.”

“Kent County was well positioned to compete for 
and win this opportunity,” said Damian DeStefano, 
chair of the Delaware Economic Development Au-
thority. “The Kent Economic Partnership has done 
a great job of effectively framing the benefits the 
county offers to a diverse array of businesses. The 
team at the Division of Small Business looks for-
ward to helping attract more projects in the future.”

“We feel we made the right choice in selecting 
Kent County for our new location,” said Zack Clark, 
NVP’s chief operating officer. “We were looking for 
a community with an experienced manufacturing 
workforce and we found that in Kent County.” “This 
location works well for us, too,” said Jay Stamer-
ro, USA Fulfillment general manager. “Kent County 
is close to many of the markets we serve so it’s a 
great place for a warehouse and fulfillment center.”

ABOUT THE KENT COUNTY ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP:
The mission of the Kent Economic Partnership is to 
spur economic development in Central Delaware. 
Using business attraction and retention programs 
KEP promotes better employment opportunities 
for Central Delaware residents by being a premier 
economic “engine”.

The Kent Economic Partnership creates a unified 
voice for the County and municipal governments 
and the private sector supporting economic devel-
opment that creates and sustains a diverse busi-
ness climate in Central Delaware.

As many as 130 jobs coming to former 
PPG PAINT PLANT IN DOVER

New project a joint effort of Kent Economic Partnership,  
State of Delaware and Kent County
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Housing Rehabilitation Funding is Available to Assist 
LOW TO MODERATE INCOME HOMEOWNERS
As we move through the era of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, low-to-moderate income homeowners may 
find it difficult making a house repair when compe-
tition for where to best use limited dollars is steadi-
ly increasing by the day. Some people may put their 
repair into the future, while other people may need 
the repair right away. 

The Kent County Department of Planning Services, 
Housing and Community Development section has 
a program that may be able to help through its 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) pro-
gram. Funding for this program is provided by the 
Delaware State Housing Authority. “Each year our 
office applies to DSHA for housing rehabilitation 
funding which is used to assist low-to-moderate 
income homeowners with essential home repairs 
that they might otherwise be unable to afford, giv-
en their limited financial resources,” said Communi-
ty Development Housing Supervisor Michael Miles. 

The CDBG program serves Kent County homeown-
ers who live in one of the 19 municipalities, except 
for those living within the City of Dover limits. To 
improve the quality of life for low-to-moderate 
income homeowners, a CDBG could be useful in 
bringing a home up to housing code standards and 
to correct safety issues, such as: electrical, plumb-
ing, roofing, heating, structural renovations, and 
ramps for persons with disabilities. 

According to Miles, “Our program supports those 
low-to-moderate income County residents whose 
homes may have fallen into a state of disrepair, 
or who may have a need for an emergency repair. 
Our goal is to provide the necessary resources to 
those homeowners to help rehabilitate their homes, 
bringing the residence up to a safe and proper con-
dition”. 

WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS?

There are four requirements that must be met to 
qualify for assistance. The first is that the proper-
ty be owner occupied. Second, the total annual in-
come, including all supplemental forms of income 
cannot exceed the income limits shown below. The 
third qualifier is that there must be adequate haz-
ard insurance on the property being considered for 
assistance, prior to the start of work. 

And forth, all City and County taxes, sewer fees and 
property assessments must be paid. Manufactured 
housing on rented land must also be current in the 
rental payments.

BY TOTAL HOUSEHOLD SIZE:  
(AS UPDATED ON 7/1/2020) 

1 person $38,300
2 persons $43,800
3 persons $49,250
4 persons  $54,700
5 persons $59,100
6 persons $63,500
7 persons $67,850
8 persons $72,250

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Homeowners interested in participating in the pro-
gram must fill out an application for assistance pro-
vided by the County. 

After verifying the information contained in the ap-
plication, a Community Development Specialist will 

continued on page 8

Before After
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Now is the time for Kent County residents 65 years 
or older or those who will be 65 by May 31, 2021; 
and/or persons who are 100% disabled, to apply 
and/or reapply for the Annual Elderly/Disability Tax 
Exemption. To qualify, besides the age requirement, 
there are also income and residency requirements. 
Please note: Disabled applicants must be able to 
document total disability. 

Completed applications and subsequent verifica-
tion forms must be received by the Board of As-
sessment at the Kent County Administrative Com-
plex no later than April 30, 2021. The address is: 555 
Bay Road; Dover, DE 19901.

Delaware Residents of five or more years, who 
have lived in their property for at least one year 
prior to April 30, 2021 may qualify for the El-
derly/Disability Tax Exemption credit. The ex-
ception is for veterans who are 100% disabled 
as a result of their military service but they 
must live in the property as their primary resi- 
dence.

Title to the property for which the exemption is 
sought must be in the name of the applicant, and/
or the applicant and applicant’s spouse, or a revo-
cable grantor trust with the applicant listed as a 
trustee, as reflected in the official records of the 
county.

ELDERLY:

• For those seeking the exemption based on age, 
other factors of consideration include:

• The income limit for single applicants is $18,000, 
and for married applicants $24,750. 

• Applicants are required to include a copy of their 
2020 Federal Income Tax Return with their appli-
cation. 

• First-time applicants for the Elderly Exemption 
will need to provide proof of age, such as a copy of 
a Delaware driver’s license or a State Identification 
Card. 

DISABILITY:

• Applicant must provide a Physician Statement of 
Disability signed by a licensed physician certifying 
that the applicant is 100% disabled. 

• A Social Security award letter or Veterans Ad-
ministration award letter stating 100% disability 
can replace the Physician Statement of Disabili- 
ty. 

• After receiving documentation of 100% PERMA-
NENT disability, this document is not required an-
nually.

continued on page 11

Kent County Residents May Get a Property Tax
EXEMPTION IN ONE OF TWO WAYS 

Elderly/Disability Tax Exemption

New Leadersthip at LEVY COURT
Outgoing Levy Court President, P. Brooks Banta bid 
farewell to colleagues after opening his last meet-
ing on Tuesday, January 5, 2020, the Swearing In 
Ceremony for new and reelected officials. 

Shortly after opening, newly elected Joanne Masten 
took the Oath of Office and became Commission-
er over the 1st Levy Court District (northern Kent 
County), Commissioners Allan Angel, 3rd District, 
and George “Jody” Sweeney, 5th District were also 
sworn in after regaining their seats in the Novem-
ber 3rd election. Clerk of the Peace, Brenda Woot-
ten, and Register of Wills, Harold Brode were sworn  
in as well.

After the Swearing In Ceremony, a new Levy Court 

President, Terry Pepper and Vice President, Allan 
Angel were elected. 

Also Committee Chairs were assigned as follows:

Community Services – Commissioner Jody Swee-
ney

Planning Services – Commissioner Eric Buckson

Public Safety – Commissioner Jeffrey Hall

Administration – Commissioner Allan Angel

Finance – Commissioner Joanne Masten

Public Works – Commissioner Glen Howell

All Commissioners were in agreement that they are 
looking forward to another year working on behalf 
of Kent County residents.



7Spring 2021 | Kent County Levy Court

Drone Added to KENT COUNTY’S  
PUBLIC SAFETY PROGRAMS

In November 2019, the Kent County Levy Court 
gave approval to the Department of Public Safety 
(DPS) to purchase a Small Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tem (SUAS), also known as a Drone; and while the 
County purchased the initial aircraft, DPS secured 
a grant from the Department of Homeland Securi-
ty for extra batteries and accessories. The aircraft 
comes equipped with a conventional high resolu-
tion camera, but also has a thermal camera that 
picks off heat from an object. The drone has the 
capability of flying at high altitudes to get sweep-
ing vista views or can fly at lower elevations to get 
more narrow aerials. 

Levy Court President Terry Pepper is a strong ad-
vocate for technologies that improve emergency 
services. He said, “This technology is widely used 
by county governments across the United States to 
aide them in the various aspects of governing. The 
purchase of this SUAS will assist Kent County in nu-
merous ways and keep us in the forefront of public 
safety operations and technology.” 

The SUAS can be used throughout DPS and its three 
divisions: Emergency Communications, Emergency 
Management, and Emergency Medical Services. 

“This adds another dimension of service and pro-
vides the ability to assist in emergency responses,” 
said Public Safety Chief Colin Faulkner whose en-
thusiasm over the drone’s features and capabilities 
is about as high as having the drone itself. The SUAS 
would prove useful in search and rescue missions, 
mass gatherings, and hazmat situations. With its 
thermal camera, we’d be able to see a heat signa-
ture and see what we typically wouldn’t be able to 

see. “Our goal is to have 24/7 deploy-ability so that 
if there’s a need for a drone we can deploy some-
body immediately to pilot the drone,” said Chief 
Faulkner. “We planned to do this earlier in the year 
but COVID came and then the hurricane/tornado 
came and we had to put plans on the back burner.” 
Recently, that goal became closer to reality when 
five additional Kent County Public Safety employ-
ees and the County’s Media Specialist became FAA 
certified to pilot the drones adding yet another 
programming layer to enhance the protection of 
Kent County residents. 

To become FAA Certified Pilots, Kent County per-
sonnel took a comprehensive training course lead-
ing up to a FAA administered exam. The training 
was primarily designed to ensure familiarity with 
the laws of the air. 

The distinguishing factor between a Certified Pilot 
and drone enthusiast is control over where the pilot 
can fly. Those flying drones for a hobby must be a 
part of an organization and fly within a controlled 
designated place and time. FAA Certified pilots 
must always have a Remote Pilot In Command and 
also a Visual Observer. 

County Administrator Michael J. Petit de Mange 
envisions SUAS’s being used in other County De-
partments. Examples include in Land Use Planning, 
Code Enforcement, or Pre - and Post - Disaster sur-
veillance, even for promoting some County assets 
such as, Parks and Recreation and other economic 
development sites.

Over the last few years drones have become in-
creasingly popular in use among business and 
government organizations. Because they increase 
productivity decrease workload and costs, you can 
expect that they are here to stay.

Mark Kennedy, Brandon Olenik, Richard Hand, John 
Mieczkowski, Justin Conrad, Cameron Maas, Robbie 
Watts.

Colin Faulkner, Kelly Pitts, Mark Kennedy, Robbie Watts, 
Co-Pilot, and Cameron Maas, Pilot.
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There’s a lot of information spreading about the 
Coronavirus and the Vaccines. To help assist with 
getting factual information out to the public, the 
Department of Public Health has several channels 
in place to keep the public informed and updated 
about the Coronavirus and the Vaccine. 

For starters, visit DPH’s website De.gov/covid 
vaccine, an excellent resource that from the onset 
has live dials directly geared toward: the general 
public; the medical community; agencies, organiza-
tions, and businesses; and vaccine safety and moni-
toring. Clicking on any of any of these dials will lead 
to a plethora of information. 

Vaccine access and its timeline will be spread 
throughout the state by traditional means of com-
munication: newspaper, tv, radio and online media, 
and also through social media as well as DPH’s 
website. 

Following is where you can connect to get the news 
you need: De.gov/covidvaccine

Vaccine Call Center for those without computer 
access: 1-833-643-1715 Open Monday through Fri-
day 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Deaf or hard of hearing may call 2-1-1 or text 
zip code to 898-211. 

For those who are deaf or hard of hearing, text your 
Zip Code to 898-211, or email delaware211@uwde.
org. Hours of operation are: Monday through Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday and Sunday: 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Medically related questions regarding testing, 
symptoms, and health-related guidance can be 
submitted by email at DPHCall@delaware.gov

As it becomes available, second dose registration 
or scheduling information will be listed on de.gov/
getmyvaccine and will be emailed to all eligible in-
dividuals the state has e-mail addresses for. 

For Covid Testing, visit de.gov/coronavirus for 
the latest information on Delaware’s COVID-19 
response. Find testing events and locations at  
de.gov/gettested. 

TO KEEP UP ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 
 Facebook – DEPublicHealth
 Twitter - @Delaware_dhss
 Instagram – depublichealth
 YouTube – DelDHSS

If you need to contact DPH with questions? Email 
addresses are:

 General Public (questions about vaccine) –  
 Vaccine@delaware.gov

 Vaccine enrollment (to vaccinate staff and  
 patients) which is monitored by immunization  
 staff: COVIDVaccine@delaware.gov

 Business and organizations with essential  
 workforce – VaccinePlanning@delaware.gov

Where to Get Information About  
COVID AND THE VACCINE

continued from page 5

inspect the home and prepare a list of repairs to be 
completed. The work order describing the repairs 
will then be passed on to a few County approved 
licensed contractors for bid, and the job is awarded 
to the lowest bidding responsive contractor. 

The contractor completes the work, submits a bill 
to Kent County, and upon the completion of a sat-
isfactory inspection by County, the bill is paid. It’s 
that easy.

Please note: To avoid abuse of the Program, a lien 
in the form of a mortgage is placed on the proper-
ty repaired. The lien has a 0% interest rate and no 
monthly payments with a term of five to ten years 
depending on the amount of funds spent. At the 

end of the lien term, the mortgage is considered 
satisfied. 

HOW TO APPLY:
Homeowners interested in participating in the pro-
gram must fill out an application for assistance by 
calling the Kent County Community Development 
Section at: (302) 744-2480.

www.co.kent.de.us/media/1005793/PROGRAM- 
HANDOUT-FLYER-ENGLISH-1072020.pdf

For more information or to be placed on a waiting 
list, please contact:

Kent County Department of Planning Services

555 Bay Road
Dover, DE 19901
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Employees of the Month

Kent County Department Heads have select-
ed Amy L. Minner from the Department of 
Planning Services as the July 2020 Employ-
ee of the Month. 

Amy started as a Permit Technician I with 
Kent County in January 2008 and currently 
serves a Permit Technician III. Her primary 
duties include performing highly technical 
work in the issuance of County permits and 
maintaining the efficient and effective oper-
ation of the Permit Service Center ensuring 
high employee performance, customer ser-
vice and support to other departments.

Amy was previously recognized as the Em-
ployee of the Month in October 2015 and 
August 2010. Both times, her outstanding 

customer service skills, frequent praise from customers and 
dedication to the “Go Pink” campaign were given as reasons 
why she deserved the award. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic response, Amy helped make the 
business continuity plan in her department particularly success-
ful. 

According to Director of Planning Services Sarah Kiefer, “During 
a period of exceptionally high permit demand, changes in how 
permits are submitted, changes in how we communicate with 
applicants without use of the front counter, and continued My 
Government Online testing and development, Amy kept every-
thing moving as efficiently and effectively as possible. She han-
dled the situation not only without complaint, but cheerfully. I 
am proud of how all of Planning Services was able to continue 
providing service in all areas, but Amy truly stands out and has 
been noticed by her coworkers for that fact as well.”

SEPTEMBER

Department 
of Planning 

Services

Kent County Department Heads have selected Paul A. Modesto Jr. from the 
Department of Planning Services as the September 2020 Employee of the 
Month. 

Paul has been a Kent County employee since July 2018 and holds the posi-
tion of Building Codes Inspector I in the Inspections & Enforcement Office. 
He has a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing/Business Administration from the 
University of Delaware and completed a 4-year apprenticeship in commer-
cial carpentry in 2010. His primary duties include inspecting buildings and 
property for compliance with the County building code as well as enforce-
ment of zoning, housing and property maintenance ordinances. 

Paul has earned praise by his supervisors for utilizing his vast carpentry 
experience to assist homeowners and contractors in understanding the 
County building codes and inspection processes. He has brought a unique 
perspective to the inspections team, and is always willing to pitch in to get 
the job done.

According to County Administrator Michael Petit de Mange, “Paul has 
stepped up to help reduce the recent backlog caused by an uptick in build-
ing permit applications. This effort was demonstrated last month when he 
began taking on extra hours and even worked over the 4th of July Holiday to 
complete timely inspections. Paul’s willingness to go the extra mile is great-
ly appreciated and very worthy of this recognition.” According to Planning 
Services Director Sarah Keifer, “Paul not only possesses the skills required to 
be a great building inspector, he embraces our customer service mission. His 
eagerness to take on extra hours to serve the public is deeply appreciated.”

PAUL A. MODESTO JR.

AUGUST

JULY

Kent County Department Heads have select-
ed KrisAnne Miley from the Department of 
Finance as the August 2020 Employee of 
the Month. 

KrisAnne has been a Kent County employ-
ee since July 2018 and holds the position of 
Accountant III in the general fund Account-
ing section. She has a Bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from University of Pittsburgh 
and earned a Master’s degree in accounting 
from Wilmington University in 2016. Before 
joining the County, she worked as a State 
Auditor in the Delaware Office of Auditor of 
Accounts. 

KrisAnne’s primary duties include reviewing and approving all 
submitted capital project expenditures, managing NSP, EMPG, 
& Library Standards grant fund draws, monitoring contracts for 
compliance with terms and expiration, and she has taken the 
lead role for COVID-19 grant application review and submission. 
In addition, she has helped organize end of year documents and 
transfer them for proper storage. 

According to Finance Director Susan Durham, “KrisAnne has im-
pressed everybody since she started work here. She is very detail 
oriented and extremely thorough with a keen eye for complete 
documentation. She has helped take our grant reimbursement 
process to the next level by working to maximize return where 
possible. She continuously seeks new challenges and went the 
extra mile whenever COVID-19 impacted County operations.” 

Department of 
Finance 

KRISANNE MILEY

AMY L. MINNER

Department of Planning Services 
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Employees of the Month

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER

Kent County Department Heads have selected 
Christian G. White of the Sheriff’s Office as the De-
cember 2020 Employee of the Month. 

Chris serves as Chief Deputy Sheriff in the Office 
of the Kent Country Sheriff and has been a Kent 
County employee since May 2008. His primary du-
ties include service of court-ordered subpoenas; 
maintaining records of service; conducting prop-
erty inventory for scheduled sales; assisting in the 
sale of property; and as Chief Deputy supporting 
the Sheriff with supervising office staff and activ-
ities. Chris was previously recognized as the Em-
ployee of the Month in November 2013. 

Chris is a retired City of Dover police officer and 

is highly regarded for his professionalism and positive attitude. He uses 
his skills to deescalate tense situations when serving a subpoena or sum-
mons or inventorying personal property to settle a judgment. 

Earlier this year when the County Complex was closed to the public due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, he cleverly suggested use of a surplus Emer-
gency Services vehicle parked out front with partially opened windows 
as a secure temporary drop off point for various documents such as site 
plans, building or sewer permit applications, deeds, tax & sewer pay-
ments, and job applications.

According to Sheriff Brian E. Lewis, “Chris does an excellent job as my 
Chief Deputy. No matter what the task, I can count on him to be there. He 
and his fellow deputies are highly trained individuals capable of handling 
any situation. Chris is a fine example of the high quality employees work-
ing for Kent County and he is very deserving of this honor.” 

Sheriff’s Office 

CHRISTIAN G. WHITE

Kent County Department Heads have select-
ed KAITLYN M. SCHECH from the Depart-
ment of Community Services as the Novem-
ber 2020 Employee of the Month. 

Kaitlyn serves as a Recreation Program Su-
pervisor I in the Parks & Recreation Division 
and has worked for Kent County since Sep-
tember 2017. Her primary duties include or-
ganizing and coordinating recreational pro-
grams and leagues at the Recreation Center, 
various County parks and other locations. 

Kaitlyn is responsible for greatly expanding 
KCPR’s youth soccer program by leading ef-
forts to combine youth recreational players 
from a local club and those enrolling in Kent 

County’s recreation program. Earlier this year, this combination 

of programs resulted in 175 sign-ups for Spring Soccer. Unfor-
tunately, it was all cut short one week into the season by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Working through the summer, Kaitlyn was able to coordinate 
a safe return for Fall Soccer, which currently has 130 youth in-
volved. Play has continued and the vision of the Kent Youth Soc-
cer League (KYSL) is taking shape. Kaitlyn works tirelessly coor-
dinating with uniform suppliers, volunteer coaches, local soccer 
resources, officials groups, park staff, and front office staff for 
registration purposes.

According to Community Service Director Jeremy Sheppard, 
“Kaitlyn is a thoughtful worker with a powerful inner drive to 
make programs better. Her passion for youth soccer led the way 
for the program merger last spring and now to fruition in the fall. 
She successfully managed a detailed safe return plan for youth 
soccer and the Kent County community is better for it.”

Department 
of Community 

Services 

KAITLYN M. SCHECH

Kent County Department Heads have selected CORDAE A. 
SHOWELL from the Department of Public Works as the October 
2020 Employee of the Month. 

Cordae has been a Kent County employee since December 2018 
and holds the position of Heavy Equipment Operator I in the 
Wastewater Facilities Division. His primary duties include op-
erating heavy equipment at the Regional Resource Recovery 
Facility, and transporting and land applying highly prized pro-
cessed biosolids - Kentorganite to area farms. 

Cordae is praised by supervisors for his dependability and con-
scientiousness. His work ethic is matched only by his enthusiasm 
for the important work. 

 More recently, Cordae had a vital role in Kent County’s physical 
effort to help Dover area property owners clean-up unprece-
dented tornado damage caused by Tropical Storm Isaias. Cor-
dae along with the rest of the County’s clean-up team worked 
diligently to remove the debris by operating a large wheeled 
excavator. 

According to Public Works Director Diana Golt, “Since his first 
day, Cordae has been an exemplary employee. His quiet demean-
or and calm attitude have been a pleasant addition. He shows up 
each day with a smile on his face, ready to tackle whatever job is 
in front of him. His attitude and dedication makes him a perfect 
candidate for this honor”

OCTOBER

Department of Public Works 

CORDAE A. SHOWELL
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Seniors May Qualify for   
A SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX CREDIT

Homeowners age 65 or over are eligible for a tax 
credit against regular school property taxes of 50 
percent (up to $400). This credit may only be used 
against property taxes on a primary residence.  

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT:

For new applicants, individuals who establish legal 
domicile in Delaware on or after January 1, 2018,

there is a 10 year residency requirement. These in-
dividuals will be required to have been legally do-
miciled within the State for a period of at least 10 
consecutive years in order to be eligible to receive 
a credit. 

Individuals who have established legal domicile in 
Delaware between December 31, 2012, and Decem-
ber 31, 2017 will continue to be required to have 
been legally domiciled within the State for a period 
of at least 3 consecutive years in order to be eligi-
ble to receive a credit.

Individuals who have established domicile in Del-
aware prior to January 1, 2013, will be eligible to 
receive the credit in the ensuing tax year.

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS:

Taxpayers must pay their property tax bill in full 
by the end of each tax year in order to quali-
fy for this credit for the subsequent property tax  
year.

A copy of a valid driver’s license or official state ID 
is required for each applicant at the time of appli-
cation.

TO APPLY:

For an application, visit www.financefiles.delaware.
gov/docs/ssptc_app.pdf

For information about the tax credit, log on to: 
www.finance.delaware.gov/financial-reports/ 
senior-school-property-tax-relief/ 
commonly-asked-questions/

Completed applications may be mailed to the Kent 
County Finance Department; P. O. Box 802; Dover, 
DE  19903 or brought to the Kent County Complex; 
555 Bay Road; Dover, DE  19901 on or before April 
30, 2021. 

continued from page 6

No application will be approved unless all taxes, 
user fees, sewer service charges, Inspections and 
Enforcement Liens, and all other taxes and fees 
the due to or collectible by Kent County have been 
paid in full for all parcels owned by the applicant 
before the application deadline.

If mailing the application, please allow ample time 
for delays or loss of application due to mail ser-

vice. It is the sole responsibility of the applicant to 
ensure receipt of the application and its return to 
Kent County by the deadline.

An application may be obtained from the Kent 
County Levy Court web site at: www.co.kent.de.us/
media/1011385/2021-EXEMP-APP.pdf

Or call the Kent County Assessment Office at: 302-
744-2401, Monday through Friday between 8:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Safe Summer Day 2021 Canceled
It is with regret that we are postponing this year’s 
Safe Summer Day due to the uncertainty of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

The need to ensure surfaces are disinfected, 
wearing masks, and social distancing, makes this 
outdoor event too difficult to manage logistic- 
ally. 

Both Kent County Public Safety, and the agencies 

that support us are concerned and not comfortable 
to commit to any events during this crisis. 

Our hope is that we are in a better position in 2022 
so that we can provide you, the public with the 
experience of Safe Sumner Day that you have be-
come accustomed to. 

We look forward to seeing you next June to kick-
off, Safe Summer Day 2022.
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73 Employees recognized for 
PERFECT ATTENDANCE

Administration Dept.
Donna Barnes 

Katrina Brumble

Barbara Gibbs 

Mary Hazelwood 

Mark Kennedy

Allan Kujala 

Michael Petit de Mange 

Kevin Scott 

Lorri Tanaka  

 

Community Services Dept.
Jason Courtney

Roxanne Parsons

Joseph Paugh 

Michael Rigby

Frederick Strauss

Hilary Welliver 

 

Finance Dept.
Susan Durham

Gina Hamilton 

Mary Karol 

Amy King-Waller 

Paula McPhail

Sheila Ross

Susan Willson 

Planning Services Dept.  
Jason Berry 

Scott Blaier

Kristopher Connelly

Brian Costa

Brian Ezell

Jamie Fenske

Timothy Hudson

Jill Johns

Sarah Keifer 

Wm. Shannon Morris 

Rodney Smith 

Nancy Thompson 

Scott Vautard 

 

Public Safety Dept.
David Abramson

Timothy Brown

Colin Faulkner 

Jennifer Graham

Kenneth Kelly 

Justin Pippin 

Kathryn Ridgway 

Richard Schlauch 

Gregory Schulties

Edward Semans 

Kevin Sipple 

Nicole Vautard 

Robert Watts 

Michael Wittenberg  

John Witzke         

Public Works Dept.
Robert Brooks 

John Callaway

Jason Gary

James Gerardi 

Craig Harvey 

David Higgins

Timothy Jones 

Michael Lynch 

Shawn O’Toole 

Vincent Parsons, Sr 

Andrew Riggi 

Matthew Rinehart

Lloyd Runser 

Mark Stayton

Harold Venable 

Clerk of the Peace
Patricia Brown 

Recorder of Deeds
Vanessa Laughman 

 

Register of Wills
Kay Kriss 

Dianne Rager 

 

Sheriff’s Office
Kenneth Anderson 

Timothy Mutter

Kim Warfield 

Christian White 

 

2020 – 73 employees 

2019 – 58 employees 

2018 – 46 employees 

2017 – 47 employees 

2016 – 60 employees

2015 – 57 employees 

*Due to pandemic, honorees 
were not requested to attend

Levy Court recognized 73 Kent County employees at its meeting on January 26, 
2021 for achieving perfect attendance during Calendar Year 2020 – Each employee 
receives an extra vacation day (Payroll code – PA for hourly & SAPA for  exempt), 
certificate of appreciation, and a small gift. 

The following employees achieved one calendar year of perfect attendance:
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KENT COUNTY LEVY COURT,  

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Upcoming Programs 
and Activities for 
Recreation, Parks,  

and Libraries

Spring 2021
KENT COUNTY 

PARKS AND RECREATION
& RECREATION CENTER

1683 New Burton Rd., 
Dover, DE 19904

Office Hours:
Monday – Friday,

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Phone: 744-2495

Fax: 744-9681
Email: ParksRec@co.kent.de.us

www.co.kent.de.us/ 
parks-recreation.aspx

 WWW.CO.KENT.DE.US

KENT COUNTY COMMUNITY 
SERVICES LOOKING TOWARD A 

BRIGHTER FUTURE:
With the printing of this Spring 2021 brochure, we are 
marking nearly a year since the COVID-19 Pandemic 
changed our daily lives. Work, home, and leisure time 
with family and friends have been affected, causing 
changes in our habits and interactions. These changes 
have greatly affected the work of the Kent County Com-
munity Services Department which houses the Library 
Services, and Parks and Recreation Divisions. Closing 
of the Kent County Public Library and the Kent County 
Recreation Center brought a great deal of our in-person 
programming to a standstill.

But, here we are now, moving forward, slowly and care-
fully. We are preparing to reopen the Kent County Pub-
lic Library in March to limited attendance blocks in the 
morning, afternoon, evenings, and even Saturdays. The 
mobile library will shift from park to drive, and exclu-
sive, “small group” programming will help patrons re-
engage with personal interests activities at the Library.

Also, the Kent County Recreation Center will come 
back to life with limited pre-registration programming 
on weekday evenings and weekends. A facility plan was 
recently approved by Delaware Department of Health 
(DPH), and staff will work to implement the organized 
reopening.

Lastly, Kent County Parks have been the cornerstone 
of leisure activity throughout the pandemic. The Parks 
never closed and thousands of Kent County residents 
used the trails, fields, and other amenities to chase 
away the COVID blues.

I hope that the Spring and upcoming Summer allows 
for expanded healthy interactions with community 
members.

Jeremy Sheppard, MBA
Director
Department of Community Services
Kent County Levy Court
302.744.2495



14 Kent County Levy Court | Spring 2021

LEAGUES
MEN’S SPRING SOFTBALL LEAGUE
Ages: 16 & up Fee: $500 
 ($50 Early Bird Discount 
 for registrations before 
 Fri 2/26 at 5:00 p.m.)
Days: Sun Hours: 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Sess: Mar 14 – May 9  AC#MSSOFB314
**No games 4/4

Big Oak County Park, Big Oak Road, Smyrna. 
Seven week regular season double-header 
games with single elimination tournament to 
end the league. League will be modified USSSA 
governed. Fee includes officials and game balls. 
Masks required for players and spectators. 
Dugouts and bleachers will be closed. Spectators 
should bring lawn chairs. Hand sanitizer is 
available. Contact Jonathan Stewart for more 
information.

NFL YOUTH FLAG FOOTBALL LEAGUE
Ages: 7-14  Fee: $75 (includes Jersey)
Games
Days: Fri  Hours: 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Practices
Days: Wed  Hours: 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Sess: Mar 19 – May 28  AC#YNFLFL319
(No Games 4/2)

Kent County Recreation Center, Turf Field, 
1683 New Burton Road, Dover. The largest 
flag football program in the nation offers a 
fun, non-contact football experience for boys 
and girls. Participants will receive training in 
fundamental skills of offense and defense. This 
non-contact league emphasizes throwing and 
catching. Parents or guardians are encouraged 
to volunteer as coaches and assistant coaches. 
If you are over 18 and would like to volunteer, 
please call the Recreation Office. (Background 
checks are required for all coaches and assistant 
coaches and will be administered free of charge.)

PARENT AND CHILD PUTT PUTT GOLF 
LEAGUE 
Ages: 8-11 Team Fee: $20 (2-person)
Days: Sat Hours: 10:00 a.m.
Sess: Apr 17 AC#PUTT417 

3 Sweet Sisters Mini Golf, 27 S. Railroad Ave, 
Wyoming. Putt Putt golf is an excellent and 
fun way to introduce the game of golf to your 
child. Even if your child has experience, this 
league is about spending quality time with your 
child. League will be team vs team and will be 
alternating shots. Weekly fees will be $8/player 
(paid at 3 Sisters). Team fee is due by Friday, 
April 9. For more information, contact Brent 
Mollohan at 744-2491.

SCRAMBLE GOLF LEAGUE 
Ages: 16 & up Team Fee: $80 (2-person)
Days: Mon Hours: 5:00 p.m.
Sess: Apr 12 AC#GOLFLG412

Jonathan’s Landing Golf Course, Magnolia. 
Individuals who are interested in getting on a 
team should call the Recreation office. League 
will begin at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 12. 
Greens fees & cart will be $20 per person per 
week. Team fee is due by Thursday, April 1. 
The 10-14 week season ends with a scramble 
tournament. League is handicapped by Kent 
County Parks and Recreation.

T-BALL
Ages: 4-6 Fee: $41 (Includes T-shirt)
Days: Sat  Hours: 10:00 and/or 11:00 a.m.
Sess: Apr 10 – May 15 AC#BRECKTBALL410

Brecknock County Park, Camden. Players will 
be taught the basic knowledge of baseball. All 
hitting will be from a batting tee using a tennis 
ball. Teams will be co-ed. Each team member 
will bat every inning and the main goal is to 
have FUN! Participants must provide glove, 
helmet and bat. Payment due by Friday, March 
26. Additional volunteer coaches and assistants 
are needed. If you are over 18 and would like 
to volunteer, please call the Recreation Office. 
(Background checks are required for all coaches 
and assistants and will be administered at the 
County Personnel Office.)

YOUTH VOLLEYBALL CLINIC
Ages: 7-14 Fee: $45
Days: Mon Hours: 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Sess: Apr 26 AC#YVBC426

Kent County Recreation Center, 1683 New 
Burton Rd. Dover. Participants will learn the 
fundamentals of volleyball including how to 
serve, dig, and SPIKE. Participants will receive 
instruction tailored to their individual age and 
ability level. Dynamic Volleyball Academy’s 
clinics are designed specifically for the beginning 
male or female volleyball athlete. This program 
includes age-appropriate instruction, focusing 
on motor skills, ball skills, game skills and most 
importantly, fun! Minimum of 20, maximum of 
30.

SPORT  
INSTRUCTION



15Spring 2021 | Kent County Levy Court

HOWELL MILL NATURE CENTER PROGRAMS
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HOWELL MILL NATURE CENTER PROGRAMS

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3RD AT 10 AM
The 3rd of March is the international day to celebrate and 
raise awareness of the world’s wild plants and animals. 
Also knows as World Wildlife Day. This day is dedicated 
to sustaining all life on Earth. This virtual program will 
showcase some of Delaware’s awesome wildlife including 
reptiles, birds, insects and more. We will have a special 
ssssurprise guest! Then we will talk about how you can 
#DoOneThingToday to help our local wildlife. 

TODDLER TIME: PINE & WINTER SPARROW
FRIDAY, MARCH 12TH AT 10 AM
The heart-warming Native American story ‘Pine and Win-
ter Sparrow’ demonstrates the importance of kindness 
and friendship. To lend a hand, or in this case, a branch, 
to those who need it. Afterwards, we will further explore 
Delaware evergreen trees and Ms. Kara will demonstrate 
an evergreen activity sure to leave a ‘lasting impression’. 

TAXONOMIST APPRECIATION DAY
FRIDAY, MARCH 19TH AT 10 AM
How does taxidermy work? Why is taxidermy important 
for science? These are just a few of the questions we will 
investigate as we celebrate taxonomists from around 
the world. Viewers will have a tour of the Nature Cen-
ter’s taxidermy and learn how to make their own taxider-
my-style displays using plastic models. 

APRIL IS ‘NATIONAL GARDEN MONTH’ AND 
THE HOWELL MILL NATURE CENTER HAS A 

CHALLENGE FOR YOU!
HOWELL MILL NATURE CENTER PRESENTS

During the month 
of April, we are 
challenging peo-
ple to switch out 
1 or more annual 
flower purchases 
for a native pe-
rennial instead. 
There are lots of 

beautiful, native flowers you can implement in your gar-
den that will 
help local wild-
life, including 
butterflies and 
birds. 

To accept the 
challenge or 
learn more 
about it, send 
an email to 
kara.okonews-
ki@co.kent.de.us. When you make the switch be  
sure to use #HMNCNativeChallenge in your posts! 

The following programs are subject to 
change as we receive updated information 

regarding health and safety guidelines. 

To stay updated, follow the  
Howell Mill Nature Center on  

Facebook @KentCountyParksAndRec or  
join our email list by sending an email to 

kara.okonewski@co.kent.de.us.

Howell Mill Nature Center
Brecknock Park, Camden, DE

302-272-9788

Kara Okonewski, Park Naturalist
Kara.okonewski@co.kent.de.us

The Howell Mill Nature Center presents ALL VIRTUAL programs for our guests. These programs will be made 
available on the dates listed. To watch & participate in these programs, please follow us on Facebook or sign up 
at kara.okonewski@gmail.com. If you missed any program, we will make it available afterwards! 

MARCH  
VIRTUAL PROGRAMS

APRIL  
VIRTUAL PROGRAMS
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HOWELL MILL NATURE CENTER PROGRAMS
BLACK THUMB SUPPORT
THURSDAY, APRIL 1ST AT 10 AM
We are kicking off “National Garden Month” with a pro-
gram for all those out there with ‘black’ thumbs. We 
will start at the beginning with some basic, must-know 
gardening terms and follow up with tips and tricks. You 
will learn to evaluate your garden plans and what your 
garden needs to thrive. We will have that thumb turning 
green in no time. Have questions? Send your garden-re-
lated questions to Ms. Kara at kara.okonewski@co.kent.
de.us by March 27th and see them answered!

TODDLER TIME: THE HUGGING TREE
FRIDAY, APRIL 9TH AT 10 AM
The story about a tree’s resilience and perseverance in 
the face of adversity will spark inspiration for our listen-
ers. Some trees can grow in tough conditions, using their 
roots to push through rock and concrete. After our sto-
ry, we will see examples of trees growing in unexpect-
ed places, look at tree root systems and check out tree 
growth rings.

WHAT IN THE WORLD IS VERMICOMPOSTING?
SATURDAY, APRIL 17TH AT 10 AM
Earth worms have long been a friend in vegetable gar-
dens, but why? We will discuss the history, anatomy and 
function of earthworms. Then we will ‘dig in’ and discuss 
what vermicomposting is and if it’s right for your garden.

GARDEN FOR HUMMINGBIRDS
SATURDAY, APRIL 24 AT 10 AM
Hummingbirds are a special visitor to gardens and if you 
are looking to bring some to your yard, you will not want 
to miss this. You will learn about desirable plants and 
feeders that are sure to bring them buzzing in. We will 
also discuss how to keep this extremely sensitive and im-
portant species healthy and ready for winter migration.

AMERICAN WETLAND MONTH
SATURDAY, MAY 1 AT 10 AM
Happy American Wetland Month! Wetlands are critical 
habitats in Delaware that provide safe nurseries for many 
amphibians. Our native toads, frogs and even some sala-
manders seek out still, shallow waters to lay eggs. Once 
they hatch, tadpoles will swim and squirm about, eating 
and growing until they morph. This virtual experience will 
have you wiggling and ready to search for tadpoles. 

TODDLER TIME: FROG & TOAD  
FRIDAY, MAY 14 AT 10 AM
As we continue to learn about wetlands during ‘American 
Wetland Month’, we will listen to stories of 2 friends, Frog 
and Toad. These two amphibians show friendship and 
character as they venture through life together, learning 
along the way. There will also be additional resources for 
families who want to learn more about wetlands togeth-
er! 

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL 
DIVERSITY
SATURDAY, MAY 22 AT 10 AM
Biological diversity is key to understanding the health of 
our environment. Citizen scientists are essential to mea-
suring our wildlife diversity. Learn more about how YOU 
can become a citizen scientist. This program will discuss 
projects around town and around the world where you 
can become a citizen scientist. The Howell Mill Nature 
Center is currently looking for individuals or families to 
help measure our park’s biodiversity. Come watch, learn 
and get ready to take action!

MAY  
VIRTUAL PROGRAMS
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KENT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Dear Patrons,

For those who have been waiting patiently, I have some good news.  At the time this newsletter went to 
the printer, Kent County Public Library planned to reopen on Monday, March 1st.  This is part of a phased 
re-opening, so to start with there will be limited hours when people visit, browse and use the computers 
(45 minute limit).  We’ll continue to offer Curbside Pick-up and even offer some exclusive small group 
events in addition to those programs offered online.  

Customers will undergo screenings to enter the building and will be required to wear face masks and 
maintain safe spacing throughout their visits.  When the number of guests in the building reaches 25, 
other visitors will have to wait to enter the building until another person exits.  

The mobile library is going back on the road, too.  

To maintain safe spacing, patrons will not board the mobile library unit. Staff will deliver “holds,” and 
collect returns from a station outside the vehicle. The unit is a mobile WiFi Hotspot.  “Linus” will take to 
the road on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

The Library’s highest priority is the health and well-being of library users, volunteers and staff.  Changes 
to Library services, hours and access are shared via the County website (www.co.kent.de.us) and Face-
book (KCPLibrary).  

Welcome back!

Hilary Welliver
Library Director

2

2
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KENT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

It is the policy of the Kent County Levy Court that all 
programs be accessible to all qualified handicapped in-
dividuals as provided in section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. If you or the person(s) you are registering 
need reasonable accommodation for your program of in-
terest, please contact the Kent County Public Library be-
fore registering to discuss the matter with the program 
coordinator(s).

The Library may photograph programs and participants 
for publicity purposes, including posting to social media 
sites.

All programs are free and open to the public; however, pre-
registration is required as noted. You can register online at 
www.tinyurl.com/KCPLcalendar You can also call us at (302) 
744-1919 or stop by the circulation desk. (Parent or other 
responsible adult must be present in the library, including 
during programs, for any child/youth under the age of 16.)

Please note that all in-person programs and events are con-
tingent upon the current public health situation regarding 
COVID-19 and are subject to cancellation based on state 
mandates/recommendations for public gatherings and ca-
pacity percentages.

ONLINE STORY TIME
Monday – Friday, 10:00 a.m.
Join Miss Robin on the library’s Facebook page (search 
“KCPLibrary”) as she shares a storybook or two. 

PAWS FOR READING
Thursdays, April 1 & 15 – 6:30 p.m.
Bring your child to the library to read aloud for 10 minutes 
to a friendly therapy dog provided by PAWS for People. 
Studies have shown that reading aloud to animals can 
actually help children improve their reading skills. This 
is a great opportunity for beginner, reluctant and even 
beginning English learners to practice in a non-judgmen-
tal environment with a book of their choice. Teens and 
adults are welcome to read too! One child per dog, per 
10-minute reading session. First come, first served.

PAINT THE MUSIC
Monday, April 19 -- 6:30 p.m.
Ages 8 – 12. Young artists will explore various artistic 
techniques combined with, and inspired by, well-known 
musical pieces. Using colored pencils and/or fine-tipped 
markers, we will create a mural of ornate Zentangle letter 
spirals. Music: “Peter and the Wolf” by Sergei Prokofiev. 
All supplies included. Limited space; preregistration is re-
quired.

Spring 2021

COVID-19 STATEMENT
Social distancing and other proactive measures related to COVID-19 will be strictly enforced until state-
wide restrictions have been lifted/amended. The Library reserves the right to adjust program dates, 
times, enrollment maximums and program/event cancellations based on the current public health situa-
tion including state mandates/recommendations for public gatherings and indoor capacity percentages.

All programs are free, open to the public, and will be held at the library located at 497 S. Red Haven Lane, Dover. 
Preregistration is required as noted. You can register online at www.tinyurl.com/KCPLcalendar or by calling (302) 
744-1919. (Parent or other responsible adult must be present in the library, including during programs, for any child/
youth under the age of 16.) 

CHILDRENS/FAMILY 
PROGRAMS

DOLLY PARTON’S 
IMAGINATION 
LIBRARY
NOW AVAILABLE 
TO ALL DELAWARE 
FAMILIES

Dolly Parton’s Imag-
ination Library is a 
book-gifting program 
that mails a FREE book 
each month to children from birth to age five, no 
matter their family’s income, in participating com-
munities.

Visit lib.de.us/imagination for more information.

(Brought to you by Delaware First Lady Tracy Quil-
len Carney’s First Choice Initiative, in collaboration 
with the Delaware Division of Libraries and the Del-
aware Library Consortium.)
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KENT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

All programs are free and open to the public; however, pre-
registration is required as noted. You can register online at 
www.tinyurl.com/KCPLcalendar You can also call us at (302) 
744-1919 or stop by the circulation desk. (Parent or other 
responsible adult must be present in the library, including 
during programs, for any child/youth under the age of 16.)

Please note that all in-person programs and events are con-
tingent upon the current public health situation regarding 
COVID-19 and are subject to cancellation based on state 
mandates/recommendations for public gatherings and ca-
pacity percentages.

DELAWARE ANIME SOCIETY
Saturdays, April 10, May 8 – 1:00 p.m.
Ages 13 and up. The Delaware Anime Society is a place for 
those with an interest in Japanese anime (animation), man-
ga (graphic novels), cosplay, music and pop culture to meet 
in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.

TEEN WRITERS GROUP
Saturdays, April 17– 3:00 p.m.
Local author L.S. King will mentor a writing session tailored 
to young aspiring writers. Talk with a published author, dis-
cover writing tips and develop your talent. Preregistration is 
encouraged.

See “Adult Programs” for other  
age-appropriate programs/events.

All programs are free and open to the public unless stated 
differently. Preregistration is required as noted. You can reg-
ister online at www.tinyurl.com/KCPLcalendar You can also 
call us at (302) 744-1919 or stop by the circulation desk.

Please note that all in-person programs and events are con-
tingent upon the current public health situation regarding 
COVID-19 and are subject to cancellation based on state 
mandates/recommendations for public gatherings and ca-
pacity percentages.

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE – ASL BASICS 
FOR BEGINNERS (virtual course)
Tuesdays, March 9, 16, 23 & 30 – 6:00 p.m. (4 sessions)
Ages 15 and up. Learn the American Sign Language (ASL) 
manual alphabet, various basic greetings, how to form ba-
sic ASL sentence structures and more in this virtual course 
taught by a certified ASL instructor from Signing Basics, 
LLC. The course will be conducted via Zoom, an online 
meeting platform. Limited space; preregistration with an 
email address is required. Registrants will receive the meet-
ing ID and passcode from Signing Basics to join the program 
the day prior to the first session. Participants should plan 
to attend all four sessions of the course. (No make-ups for 
participant missed sessions.)

TWEEN/TEEN PROGRAMS

MANGO LANGUAGES IS A FREE 
RESOURCE AVAILABLE TO ANYONE 
WITH A KENT COUNTY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY CARD
From Spanish and French to 
Azerbaijani, English as a sec-
ond language, or American 
Sign Language, the library has 
you covered with Mango Lan-
guages, which provides online tutoring in over 70 
languages. Mango is completely self-paced, with 
an engaging interface, and easy intuitive interactive 
tools to deliver practical conversational skills and 
valuable cultural insights for languages.

Visit www.co.kent.de.us, select “Services,” then “Li-
brary,” and click on the Mango icon to get started. 
(Library card must be issued from Kent County Public 
Library or Mobile Library that identifies KCPL as the 
home library in order to access Mango Languages.)

ADULT PROGRAMS

THE LIBRARY AND MOBILE LIBRARY  
WILL BE CLOSED APRIL 2 & 4.

BOOK DONATIONS
While we appreciate your continued generosity, the Friends of 
Kent County Public Library WILL NOT be accepting book, mag-
azine or audio/video donations until further notice. Please do 
not put donations in the outside book return or leave them out-
side the library. Thank you.

VIRTUAL BOOK CLUBS
Our virtual book clubs are conducted via Zoom, an on-
line meeting platform. Participants can join via comput-
er or telephone. Preregistration with an email address 
is required. Registrants will receive the meeting ID and 
passcode to join the discussion with their registration 
confirmation.

KCPL will have limited copies of each selected title avail-
able for checkout (while supplies last). Please call the 
Library at (302) 744-1919 to reserve a copy. You can 
also request copies through the Delaware Libraries on-
line catalog at www.lib.de.us with your library card and 
4-digit PIN. Many of the titles are also available in e-book 
and audiobook formats.

Breakfast Book Club – 1st Mondays at 8:30 a.m. 
Share what you are currently reading with the group 
– no assigned book.

Foodies Book Club – 1st Mondays at 2:00 p.m.
March 1 – The Good Earth (Pearl S. Buck)
April 5 – The Excellent Lombards (Jane Hamilton)
May 3 – The Chef (James Patterson)

Arts & Letters Book Club – 1st Wednesdays at 12:30 
p.m.
March 3 – The Lady and the Unicorn (Tracy Chevalier)
April 7 – I, Eliza Hamilton (Susan Holloway Scott)
May 5 – Eleanor and Hick: The Love Affair that Shaped 
a First Lady (Susan Quinn)
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KENT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MARY ANN SHADD CARY: DELAWARE’S 
FORGOTTEN DAUGHTER (virtual 
presentation)
Wednesday, March 10 -- 6:30 p.m.
Ages 16 and up. Mary Ann Shadd Cary (1823 - 1893) was one 
of the most accomplished and celebrated women in black 
history. She was born in Wilmington, yet few Delawareans 
have heard of her. Teacher, journalist, editor feminist, lawyer, 
wife and mother – Shadd Cary seems more a woman of our 
times than her own. Learn more about this fascinating wom-
an who committed her life to racial and gender equality. The 
presentation and discussion will be conducted via Zoom, an 
online meeting platform. Participants can join via computer 
or telephone. Preregistration with an email address is re-
quired. Registrants will receive the meeting ID and passcode 
to join the discussion with their registration confirmation. 
(Sponsored by the Delaware Humanities Foundation.)

SUFFRAGE: THE FIGHT FOR WOMEN’S 
RIGHTS (virtual presentation)
Wednesday, March 24 – 6:30 p.m.
Ages 16 and up. Women today enjoy many rights and priv-
ileges that their forebearers never knew. Presentation will 
chronicle the fight for a woman’s right to vote along with 
other rights that they were previously denied. An eye-open-
ing discussion of how we have gotten where we are and 
where we still need to go. Meet the women who drove the 
fight to be recognized as U.S. citizens equally under the law. 
The presentation and discussion will be conducted via Zoom, 
an online meeting platform. Participants can join via comput-
er or telephone. Preregistration with an email address is re-
quired. Registrants will receive the meeting ID and passcode 
to join the discussion with their registration confirmation.

GALAXY SCALE MODEL BUILDERS CLUB
Saturdays, April 3, May 1 – 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Free and open to anyone with an interest in building scale 
models. All subjects welcome: aircraft, armor ships, automo-
biles, sci-fi, etc. All ages welcome, however children ages 13 
and under must be accompanied by a parent or other respon-
sible adult. Bring your own kits/supplies. For more informa-
tion, contact Mr. Chris White at (302) 264-9853. (Parent or 
other responsible adult must be present in the library, includ-
ing during programs, for any child/youth under the age of 16.)

INTRODUCTION TO YOGA
Mondays, April 5 or May 3 – 12:00 noon
Ages 16 and up. Join us for a one-hour introduction to yoga 
that includes stretches and basic postures designed for be-
ginners. Participants need to bring a yoga mat or large tow-
el. (Program is the same for each session.) Limited space; 
preregistration is required.

FORGERS MASTERCLASS – CLAUDE MONET
Monday, April 12 -- 6:30 p.m.
Ages 16 and up. John Myatt became notorious as the man 
who fooled the international art world with his fake mas-
terpieces. Today, he creates what he calls ‹genuine fakes› – 
legitimate copies for art lovers. Participants will learn how 
Myatt emulated the style of famous artists, before recreating 
a masterpiece of their own. Limited space; preregistration is 
required.

CINE-CLUBS ONLINE MOVIE 
DISCUSSIONS
Do you love movies? Do you love talking about mov-
ies? Do you like documentaries?  Do you love to talk 
about thought-provoking current events? If so, then 
KCPL’s new Cine-Clubs might be just what you are 
looking for! Join us for virtual discussions on a selec-
tion of thought-provoking documentaries and con-
temporary films from a variety of genres.

All discussions will be conducted via Zoom, an online 
meeting platform. Preregistration with email address 
is required. Registrants will receive the meeting ID 
and passcode to join the interactive discussion with 
their registration confirmation. Visit www.tinyurl.com/
KCPLcalendar to register for as many of the discus-
sions as you like. Participants should have watched 
the selected film(s) before the discussion(s). 

KCPL Cine-clubs are intended for ages 16 and up. 
(Due to some adult content and mature themes, view-
er and participant discretion advised.)

MODERN HOLLYWOOD 
BLOCKBUSTERS
Mondays, 3:00 p.m.
We selected some of 2019’s biggest box office mon-
eymakers to watch and discuss.

March 1 – Captain Marvel (PG13)
April 5 – Aladdin (live-action) (PG)
May 3 – Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (PG13)
June 7 – Little Women (PG)

NOBEL PRIZE SHORTS
Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m.
Explore short documentaries by Oscar-winning film-
maker Orlando von Einsiedel, inspired by Nobel Prize 
winners. Not rated. (The selected documentaries are 
available to view free via the National Geographic 
YouTube channel. A link will be provided with regis-
tration confirmation.)

March 9 – The Lost Forest
April 13 – An Unfinished Symphony
May 11 – Lost and Found

MODERN HOLLYWOOD MUSICALS
Wednesdays, 6:00 p.m.
Join us to watch and discuss recent Hollywood mu-
sicals, and how they compare to the glorious hits of 
the past.

March 17 – Jersey Boys (R)
April 21 – Into the Woods (PG)

KCPL will have limited DVD copies of the selected 
films available for checkout (while supplies last). Con-
tact the library at (302) 744-1919 to reserve a copy. 
Digital copies may also be available through the free 
Hoopla app via the Delaware Libraries online catalog. 
Visit lib.de.us/emedia/ or your device’s app store to 
download Hoopla.



22 Kent County Levy Court | Spring 2021

KENT COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
LET’S GET 
DIGITAL!

While some walk-in 
and in-person ser-
vices are currently 
limited or unavail-
able at Kent County 
Public Library, there 
are many FREE on-
line resources avail-
able to Delaware 
public library card-
holders. Visit lib.
de.us/emedia/ to 
access these great 
online resources:

Libby/Overdrive – Libby is a free app that gives you 
access to e-books and audiobooks across multiple 
devices – both on and offline. Titles automatically 
return at the end of the lending period. Visit your 
device’s app store or lib.de.us/emedia/ to down-
load the Libby app.

Overdrive for Kids – Overdrive for Kids gives you 
free access to digital childrens & juvenile books in-
cluding classics, popular favorite titles/series and 
new, just released titles. You can also search for 
recommended titles by age and reading level. Vis-
it Delaware.overdrive.com/library/kids to access 
Overdrive for Kids.

Hoopla – Hoopla is a digital media service that al-
lows you to borrow e-books, audiobooks, music, 
comics/graphic novels/manga, movies and even TV 
shows across multiple devices, including your TV. 
You can stream or download for viewing/reading 
offline. Titles automatically return at the end of the 
lending period. Visit your device’s app store or lib.
de.us/emedia/ to download the Hoopla app.

Flipster – Read your favorite magazines on various 
devices – 100s of titles to choose from. Visit your 
device’s app store or lib.de.us/emedia/ to down-
load the Flipster app.

NoveList – Contains book reviews and book lists 
for all ages: adults, teens and children. Locate 
books to read by describing a plot or find similar 
titles and authors based on books and authors that 
you already enjoy. Users can also search a series 
name to get a list of titles in the series. Visit lib.
de.us/emedia/ to access the NoveList gateway. 

Learning Express – Access career and academ-
ic/collegiate entrance practice tests, exercises, 
skill-building courses, e-books and information you 
need to achieve the results you want – at school, at 
work, or in life. Visit lib.de.us/emedia/ to access the 
Learning Express gateway.

Ask a Delaware Librarian – Got a question? Email, 
text or chat with a Delaware reference librarian who 
will help you find an answer. (Depending on the 
depth of information requested, it may take up to 
24 hours for a response.) Visit http://answers.dela-
warelibraries.org/ for more information.

Teen Resource Center -- Specifically for teens! TRC 
covers health, finance, personal growth and other 
important issues that face teens today. Includes 
links to support groups and hotlines, as well as a 
searchable database of frequently asked questions 
with helpful real-world answers. Just log in with 
your Delaware library card. Visit lib.de.us/emedia/ 
to access the TRC gateway.

The Delaware Collections (formerly the Delaware 
Heritage Collection) – Documents, artwork, maps, 
newspapers, slides, photos, audio/video and other 
important items documenting Delaware’s rich his-
tory and culture can now be explored online. Visit 
Delaware.contentdm.oclc.org

The Delaware Digital Newspaper Project (DDNP) 
– The DDNP is a grant-funded program the Univer-
sity of Delaware has used to microfilm over 195,000 
pages of Delaware’s historical newspapers, such as 
“The Evening Journal.” These digitized newspa-
pers are permanent, freely-accessible documents 
through the Library of Congress’ Chronicling Amer-
ica database. You can find it library.udel.edu.ddnp/
home/

Homework Help via UDLib/SEARCH – The UDLib/
SEARCH program provides home access to online 
magazines, newspapers and encyclopedias to Del-
aware’s K-12 students, parents and teachers (in-
cluding homeschooled students). Visit udlibsearch.
lib.udel.edu/faq/homeacess for more information.

MasterFile Premier – Full text for more than 2,000 
magazines & general reference publications, Cover-
ing virtually every subject area of general interest. 
It also includes reference books and biographical 
articles, more than 100,000 primary source doc-
uments, and in image collection of over 235,000 
photos and maps. Visit lib.de.us/emedia/ to access 
the MasterFile Premier gateway.
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• Due to Covid-19 registration will be accepted online only 
at this time on a first-come, first-served basis. NO PHONE 
IN REGISTRATION WILL BE ACCEPTED.  Cost of activity 
must be paid in full when registering except when stated 
differently. Please follow registration procedures listed be-
low. 

ONLINE REGISTRATION
Online Registration catalog can be accessed via www.
co.kent.de.us/parks-recreation.aspx. MasterCard, Visa and 
Discover Card payments are processed through Authorize.
net; however, refunds must be processed through Kent 
County Parks and Recreation; allow up to 2 weeks for pro-
cessing. All other refund policies apply.

PROGRAM ACCOMMODATIONS
The Kent County Parks and Recreation Division invites peo-
ple with and without disabilities to enjoy our programs, 
parks, and facilities. It is the policy of the Kent County Levy 
Court that all programs be accessible to all Qualified Handi-
capped Individuals as provided in Section 504 of the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973. If you or the person(s) you are regis-
tering need modification for your program of interest, please 
contact Mike Rigby at 302-744-2495 or email at michael.rig-
by@co.kent.de.us before registering to discuss this matter.  

TEXT MESSAGE NOTIFICATION
Through our registration software vendor, CivicRec, we have 
the capabilities of sending text message notifications direct-
ly to your mobile phone. The text message notification sys-
tem would only be used for the program you are currently 
participating in and relate only to important messages such 
as cancellations, changes to schedule, or other necessary 
updates. In order to receive the text message notifications, 
you must submit your mobile carrier name when signing 
up for an account. If you have any questions regarding this 
helpful program, please call our office. 

GENERAL INFORMATION
• Classes, activities, and trips are subject to cancellation for 

any reasonable cause. 

• For weather and last minute cancellation information, 
please view our website at co.kent.de.us and facebook.
com/KentCountyParksandRec. Timely program cancel-
lation notifications will be done by phone or email from 
Staff.

• Please make sure that the instructor is present before 
dropping your child off at a program

• Arrive to pick up your child at least five minutes before the 
program’s scheduled closing.  Failure to pick up your child 
on time may result in expulsion from the program.

• A child may be expelled from a program with no refund 
after notifying parent of disciplinary problems.

• The Department may photograph programs and partici-
pants for publicity purposes, such as the brochure, face-
book, twitter, etc.

• The Department has the right to adjust any of the program 
details in the brochure including fees, locations, instruc-
tors, times, days and starting dates.

WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND 
INDEMNITY AGREEMENT

I hereby acknowledge that in using the facilities, programs 
and equipment of Kent County Parks and Recreation, I do 
so entirely at my own risk and I assume the risk of any injury 
and/or damage while engaging in any physical exercise or 
activity or use of any facility on the premises. This assump-
tion of the risk includes, without limitation, my use of the 
gymnasium, athletic courts, lobby, hallways, athletic fields, 
parks, sidewalk, parking lot, seating, or any equipment in the 
facility/park. I further agree to assume the risk in participat-
ing in any activity, class, program, instruction, or any event 
sponsored by Kent County Parks and Recreation (Kent 
County Levy Court). 

By executing this Agreement, I HEREBY WAIVE, RELEASE 
AND FOREVER DISCHARGE, Kent County Levy Court  and 
its    past, present and future administrators, partners, em-
ployees, insureds, assigns, agents, and representatives in 
their personal and professional capacities (collectively “Kent 
County Parks and Recreation “), from all claims, demands, 
injuries, damages, actions or causes of action, and from all 
acts of active or passive negligence on the part of such en-
tity, its servants, agents, or employees of any nature what-
soever, including attorneys’ fees and costs arising out of 
or connection with the aforementioned activities. I further 
agree to indemnify and hold harmless Kent County Levy 
Court from any claims, demands, injuries, damages, actions 
or causes of action, loss, liability, damage or cost which Kent 
County Levy Court may incur due to my presence at or use 
of the facility. I further agree that the foregoing warranty, 
waiver and indemnity agreement is intended to be as broad 
and inclusive as permitted by the law of the State of Del-
aware and that if any portion is deemed to be invalid, it is 
expressly agreed that the remaining terms shall remain in full 
legal force and effect.

REGISTRATION PROCEDURES

CREDIT CARD USE POLICY
Kent County Parks and Recreation cares about the safe-
ty of your credit card information.  We will no longer 
accept mailed or phoned in credit card payments. Cred-
it card payments (Visa, MasterCard, Discover) can be 
made via our online registration catalog (CivicRec). Kent 
County Parks and Recreation can only accept credit card 
payment by authorized account holder as displayed on the 
card.

REFUND POLICY
Registration fees for recreation programs/activities 
must be paid in advance and shall be refunded in full to 
the payer of record if the County cancels the program/
activity.  If a participant cancels his/her participation in 
a program at least five (5) days prior to the first sched-
uled day, a full refund shall be paid less a $5 processing 
fee pursuant to County ordinance. Refunds will not be 
given for any other reason.
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