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Levy Court is your County Government. Kent County Levy Court is comprised of seven elected Commissioners-
six who are elected from the districts in which they reside – and the seventh elected at-large to represent the entire 
County. The Commissioners serve at the will of the electorate and answer solely to their constituents. Since the 
Commissioners are elected officials it is customary to refer to them with the designation of Honorable. 

Levy Court responsibilities include enacting planning and land use ordinances, providing parks and recreation 
facilities, establishing fees, providing emergency medical services, 911 communications, emergency management, 
approving sewer system construction, establishing the yearly tax rate, appointing department heads and overseeing 
the County departments that support the mission of the Levy Court. The Commissioners appoint a County 
Administrator who is responsible for managing the day-to-day operations of County Government.

Levy Court maintains its primary residence at 555 Bay Road. Residents may call 744-2300 or 744-2305 to reach 
a County office. For more information on the Levy Court, please visit our website at: “http://www.co.kent.de.us”
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Kent County Phone Directory

About the Row Offices
Kent County has five Row Officers; each of which is an elected official. Row Officers serve four year terms 

and each is empowered to manage their office. Each row office performs a distinct function within the County 
Government. Row Officers are held accountable to the electorate and it is customary to refer to them with the 
designation of Honorable.

Kent County Administrative Complex
555 Bay Road 
Dover, DE 19901
Levy Court Office     744-2305
Assessment Office   744-2401 
Building Permits & Inspections 744–2451
Code Enforcement   744-2452
Community Development   744-2480
Economic Development  678-3028
Engineering   744-2430
Facilities Mgmt.   744-2357
Finance   744-2386
   a. Tax Section   744-2341
GIS/Mapping   744-2416
Information Technology  744-2365
Parks & Recreation   744-2495
Personnel   744-2310 
Planning   744-2471

Row Offices
Clerk of the Peace   744-2346

Comptroller   744-2415
Recorder of Deeds Office  744-2315
Register of Wills Office  744-2330
Sheriff’s Office   736-2161     
Kent County Emergency Services Building
911 Public Safety Blvd.
Dover, DE 19901

Emergency Communications 735-2200
Emergency Management  735-3465
Emergency Medical Services  735-2180

Kent County Library
497 South Red Haven Lane
Dover, DE 19901

Library Services   698-6440

Kent County Wastewater Treatment Plant
139 Milford Neck Road
Milford, DE 19963

Wastewater Facilities  335-6000

Hon. Harold K. Brode    
Register of Wills     
Harold.Brode@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2330     
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Chief Deputy – Dianne M. Rager 
Dianne.Rager@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2328

Deputy – Peggy Ivory
Peggy.Ivory@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744- 2327

Hon. Betty Lou McKenna    
Recorder of Deeds     
bettylou.mckenna@co.kent.de.us   
(302) 744-2321
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Deputy – Holly Malone
Holly.Malone@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2318

Hon. Georgette Williams
Comptroller
georgette.williams@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2417
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Deputy – Lisa D. Bryant
Lisa.Bryant@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2415

Hon. Jason Mollohan
Sheriff
Jason.Mollohan@co.kent.de.us
(302) 736-2161 
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m – 5:00 p.m.

Chief Deputy – Bruce Timmons
Bruce.Timmons@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2158

Hon. Loretta Wootten
Clerk of the Peace
Loretta.Wootten@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2346
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Deputy – Frances D. Moore
Frances.Moore@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2347  
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Jan Crumpley is a local artist who specializes in architectural studies in water media paintings and 
photography. The history and the architecture of the First State inspires Jan to create art because Jan 
feels the flow of architecture through time (“the angels in the architecture” as Paul Simon says). Even 
the history of buildings long gone from the Delaware landscape still shapes life in Dover.  Jan has a 
particular affinity for the Richardson Hotel, which was torn down in 1954.

Both Jan & her late husband Kelly grew up on the Great Plains where very little early (Pre-20th 
Century) architecture remains today. In her native state of Oklahoma, most buildings are newer and the 
grasslands of the Plains, also known as the Great American Desert, are more arid, thus forbidding the 
lush colors of Spring that the Mid-Atlantic region enjoys. This is the treasure of her adopted East Coast 
home in Delaware.

Jan is one of the artists in Parke Green Galleries, an art co-operative with two other artists. She also 
owns the Delaware Store, (located on The Green in historic Downtown Dover), where you’ll likely find 
her. Her dog, Milo, is often on site.

The pen & ink drawing on this Spring 2015 Newsletter cover, is of the cupola of the Old State House 
on The Green. The Old State House was built by Kent County Levy Court in 1791 and housed the 
Delaware General Assembly for many years.

 Jan’s husband, the late Kelly Crumpley, was a planner for Kent County Levy Court for many years.

About the cover design and illustrator: 

Usually at this time of year I find myself daydreaming 
about the garden that I am planning on planting in the 
spring. This tendency to daydream is amplified by the 
numerous seductive seed and garden catalogs that begin 
showing up in the mail several weeks before Christmas. 
If I’m not careful as I read the catalogs and drool over 
the pictures and descriptions, I can fall into the trap of 
ordering far too many seed packets for my needs and 
forgetting to plan and execute the work required to 
turn those seed packets into healthy, delicious vegetable 
harvests. Consequently, I spend a great deal of money on 
more seeds than I need (and somehow after buying the 
seeds I convince myself that the work is done).

In order to counteract this tendency, I’ve developed a 
time tested and proven routine to keep me on track, and 
one that you may find helpful as well:
  

1) Raise as many “heritage” varieties as possible. 
This allows you to save seeds from those crops 
that did well, and to have seeds on hand that 
you particularly liked. This year I saved tomato 
seeds (Linski, Coustralee, San Marzano, Opalka, 
and Rutgers), peppers (Scotch Bonnet, Tabasco, 
Birds Eye Chili, Hungarian Wax, Cubanella, 
and Bell) pole lima (an old South Jersey variety  

Preparing for Spring Planting
By James Waddington, 

Kent County Levy Court, Director of Economic Partnerships, and head organizer of the Kent County Community 
Garden plots located on the grounds of the Kent Complex. 

called Cape May greens), string beans, and egg 
plants. While this represents a little more work, 
it will keeps me focused on the importance of 
growing what I like and will use. 

2) Start your own plants indoors. I have a three 
shelf system with grow lights and timers in my 
laundry room that allows me to start as many 
as 300 plants at a time. This requires that I pay 
attention to how the plants are doing (I usually 
check on them daily or every other day) and 
keep them watered and fertilized. It also disci-

James Waddington (center of photo) prepares planting beds
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plines me to develop a garden calendar and to 
plan a planting schedule around last frost dates 
and my USDA Hardiness Zone. (In the case of 
Kent County DE, and Salem County NJ, both are 
in Zone 7A).

3) Start a garden Record Book. I start a garden 
record book on January 1st, to record the dates 
of first and last frosts, sowing seeds, planting, 
transplanting, time of bloom, first fruits, fertil-
izing, pests and other information. This becomes 
a valuable record for future gardens.

4) Make a Garden Plan that outlines your growing 
space, crop locations, and succession planting.

5) Develop a monthly To-Do List.

My monthly To-Do List for Spring (January through 
April) looks something like this:

JANUARY
ü	Start garden Record Book

ü	Make Garden Plan

ü	Take soil samples to the County Extension Office 
for analysis

ü	Apply manure or compost and till it in

ü	Get plant beds or seed boxes ready for growing 
plants. Have beds ready for planting in early 
February.

ü	Check on compost pile and turn so that it is 
ready for use in the Spring

ü	Clean and sterilize seed starting shelves, and 
trays. Purchase seed starting supplies.

ü	Order seeds for new varieties in addition to 
your saved seeds.

FEBRUARY
ü	Start seeds indoors. Peppers and eggplants will 

take 8 weeks to grow to transplant size, tomatoes 
will take 6 weeks.

ü	Prepare balance of garden for planting. Winter 
and early spring crops belong in a raised bed ir 
ridge for better drainage and earlier soil warm-
up.

ü	Towards the end of the month early direct 
plantings of carrots, collards, lettuce, greens, 
radishes, peas, and turnips are possible with 
some protection.

ü	Seed herbs for April planting.

ü	Build trellises for cucumbers, melons, and other 
trellis crops

ü	Prepare tomato cages and stakes for crops that 
need staking

ü	Clean and organize garden tools

MARCH
ü	Thin early plantings when they are 2 to 3 inches 

tall to give plants room to grow

ü	Early-planted crops may need a nitrogen side 
dressing. Place fertilizer several inches to the 
side of the plants and water it in. I use water 
soluble 5-10-10 sparingly.

ü	Harden off transplants before setting them out 
in the garden. Place them in a sheltered place 
outdoors for several days (taking them in at 
night if frost is possible), ahead of planting them 
in the garden.

ü	Make second plantings of quickly maturing 
crops like turnips, radishes, leaf lettuce, mustard, 
and spring onions.

ü	Get beds or rows ready for “warm season” 
vegetables to be planted the last week of March, 
or the first two weeks of April as weather 
permits.

ü	Try a few of the more tender crops (tomatoes) 
keeping them covered during bad weather.

ü	Mulch between rows (I use leaf mulch) to control 
weeds and retain moisture.

APRIL
ü	Plant warm season crops: beans (snap, pole and 

lima), melons, corn, cucumbers, eggplant, okra, 
peppers, squash, and tomatoes.

ü	Plant tall growing crops to the north side to 
avoid shading other vegetables.

ü	Make a second planting (if room permits) 
within two or three weeks of the first planting 
of squash, corn, and snap beans. (For better 
pollination plant two or more rows)

ü	Plant enough for canning and freezing.

ü	Cultivate to control weeds and grass.            
Break crusty soil to provide aeration.

ü	Maintain mulch between rows.

ü	Plant tender herbs.

 Happy Planting!
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DASEF: An Established Force for STEM Education
Serving ALL Schools, Teachers and the Public

2015: THE DASEF JOURNEY AT 25

For over 25 years DASEF has enriched the academic and 
intellectual development of over 523,000 teachers, 
students and their families.  DASEF has addressed the 
need for STEM education four major points of focus: (1) 
Developing knowledgeable, motivated and trained
educators in the Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) disciplines through outreach and 
programs they can take back to the classrooms, (2) 
Attracting, engaging and educating students in STEM
through field trips, workshops and academies to create 
a lifelong affinity for Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics, (3) Helping to fill the recognized 
national educational gap in developing the engineers and
scientists of the future, and (4) Engaging youth 
organizations, community groups and families in unique 
activities.

ENVIRONMENTAL OUTPOST PROGRAMS

School programs at DASEF’s Phase I Environmental 
Outpost have been developed to target the Delaware 
State Science Standards, Common Core Standards and 
the Next Generation Science Standards. Information and
experiences are presented that will give students a 
better understanding of specific science and engineering 
topics and an opportunity to expand
their work in the classroom to include experimentation 
and design challenges. 

DASEF currently offers STEM programs for grades K 
through 8. Over the last two school years, we have had 
an enthusiastic response to these offerings, with many 
public, charter, home school and private schools 
scheduled for programs. DASEF has also developed 
summer academies, outreach programs for public 
libraries and youth groups in the area and offers 
weekend science exploration sessions and evening
astronomy programs for families. In 2015 we are on track 
to serve in excess of 24,000 individuals.

We use a variety of tools/venues tailored to the subject 
matter, learning objectives, and needs of the 
participants.  To schedule, email your name, number of 
participants, and your phone number to Lynne Bloom: 
dasef.outpost@verizon.net or call (302) 659-5003 or 
(302) 834-1978.  www.dasef.org

ITEC UPDATE
Come to the Outpost for Planet Earth Day!
April 18th, 2015 • Big Oak County Park • 1 - 4 p.m.

There will be lots of simultaneous fun-filled family 
activities, including rocket launching, face painting, 
solar viewers, a spinning device, a hands-on Clean Water
Maze featuring marine life by Wyland. Measure our life-
size Wilmer the Whale, meet Ellie the Elephant and 
Perry the Panda, see Ronald MacDonald’s Show, move 
like a caterpillar, learn about symmetry, and fun 
activities under the tent. Experience our Earth Walk, try 
our Bird Migration Maze, and meet Stubby the 
helicopter. 

Looking ahead

We all have a stake in preparing the youth of Delaware 
for a bright, competitive future.  Hopefully, our 
demonstrated record of performance to this point can 
enable potential new donors to view DASEF as a low risk, 
high value investment in the State’s future.  

Learn more - go to: www.dasef.org
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dasef.outpost@verizon.net or call (302) 659-5003 or 
(302) 834-1978.  www.dasef.org

ITEC UPDATE
Come to the Outpost for Planet Earth Day!
April 18th, 2015 • Big Oak County Park • 1 - 4 p.m.

There will be lots of simultaneous fun-filled family 
activities, including rocket launching, face painting, 
solar viewers, a spinning device, a hands-on Clean Water
Maze featuring marine life by Wyland. Measure our life-
size Wilmer the Whale, meet Ellie the Elephant and 
Perry the Panda, see Ronald MacDonald’s Show, move 
like a caterpillar, learn about symmetry, and fun 
activities under the tent. Experience our Earth Walk, try 
our Bird Migration Maze, and meet Stubby the 
helicopter. 

Looking ahead

We all have a stake in preparing the youth of Delaware 
for a bright, competitive future.  Hopefully, our 
demonstrated record of performance to this point can 
enable potential new donors to view DASEF as a low risk, 
high value investment in the State’s future.  

Learn more - go to: www.dasef.org
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Kent County Property 
Tax Exemption/Credit Information

Senior Citizen School Property Tax Credit
To qualify for this School District property tax credit you must be age 65 or older by June 30.  Also, the property 

for which you are applying for the credit must be your principal residence and your name must be on the deed. 
Full credit is given if you or your lawful spouse (if named on the deed) are age 65 or older. Only partial credit is 
given if additional persons under age 65 are named on the property deed. A copy of your driver’s license or birth 
certificate is required for each applicant on the application. This one-time application must be filed with the Kent 
County Tax Office. 

Three-year Residency Requirement for New Applicants: Individuals who establish legal domicile in Delaware 
AFTER December 31, 2012, will be required to have been legally domiciled within the State for a period of at least 3 
consecutive years in order to be eligible to receive a credit. Individuals who have established domicile in Delaware 
prior to January 1, 2013, will be eligible to receive the credit in the ensuing tax year. 
The deadline to apply for this credit is April 30 of each tax year. This deadline is fixed by State law and allows no 
exemptions by the County. Retroactive credits are not permitted. 

Elderly/Disability County Property Tax Exemption
To qualify for this County property tax exemption you must be age 65 or older by May 31 with an annual 

income less than $16,000 or $22,000 for married couples (figures can change annually), a Kent County resident for at 
least one year, and a Delaware resident for at least five years, or to qualify you must be totally (100%) disabled and 
able to document your total disability and a Delaware resident for at least five years (waived for military service 
related disability) for a reduction in the amount of the taxable assessment thereby reducing or eliminating your 
property tax liability. 

A completed application and income/disability verification forms must be received by the Assessment Office 
no later than April 30  prior to the tax year (June 1) for which the exemption is sought. You must reapply every year 
for this exemption by April 30.  Retroactive credits are not permitted.

Uniformed Military Personnel Serving in Combat Zones Tax Relief
Persons who have served in combat zones (as declared by the President of the U.S. and defined by the United 

States Treasury as Uniformed Military Personnel) beginning on or after November 13, 2007 may qualify to receive 
partial relief from County government taxes (school taxes must still be paid). Applications must be received by the 
Assessment Office no later than May 31 prior to the tax year (June 1) for which the exemption is sought.  You must 
reapply every year and retroactive relief is not permitted.

Additional information including application forms, guidelines and deadlines regarding Kent County Property 
Tax exemptions are available at www.co.kent.de.us or by contacting the Assessment Office at (302) 744-2401.

In order to avoid a late fee:
Don’t Forget to Renew Your Dog Licenses by Friday, February 27, 2015. 

The annual deadline is March 1.

Visit www.co.kent.de.us to print the form.
Mail payment along with a copy of the rabies certificate to: 
 Kent County Levy Court, Administration Office, Room 243, 

555 Bay Road, Dover, DE 19901  
OR, make your payment in person 8:30 am – 4:30 pm in Room 243

 with cash, check or money order. 
Call 302-744-2305 with questions.
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    Employee Spotlight

Kent County employee Devin S. 
Dupree, Maintenance Mechanic 
II, in the Division of Wastewater 

Facilities, receives a check for $500.00 
from Levy Court Commissioners 

and the County Administrator after 
being selected Kent County 2014 

Employee of the Year. Pictured L-R are: 
County Administrator, Mike Petit de 
Mange, Commissioner Brad S. Eaby, 
Devin, Commissioners Allan Angel, 

President P. Brooks Banta, Terry Pepper, 
Glen Howell and Jody Sweeney.    

Richard M. Allen-January 2015 Employee of the Month 
Kent County Department Heads have selected Richard M. Allen from the Department of 
Public Safety as the January 2015 Employee of the Month.  
Rich has been a Kent County employee since March 2008 and serves as Paramedic II in 
the Division of Emergency Medical Services. His primary duties include treating patients 
using advanced emergency care procedures and insuring the high quality delivery of 
life support techniques. In addition, he serves as the Field Training Officer for his shift 
responsible for orienting and evaluating new hires, precepting Delaware Tech paramedic 
students, and conducting continuing education training, and as a SWAT Medic.  

    ATTENTION KENT COUNTY 
    GARBAGE COLLECTION CUSTOMERS 

**COMMUNITIES WITH YARD WASTE COLLECTION**
 YARD WASTE COLLECTION IS CURRENTLY SUSPENDED FOR 

THE WINTER MONTHS
YARD WASTE SERVICE WILL RESUME ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 2015 

For questions regarding Kent County Garbage Collection services, please contact us at (302) 744-2429 
or visit us online at Kent County Department of Public Works, www.co.kent.de.us.

Kent County 2014 Employee of the Year, Devin S. Dupree


