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Levy Court is your County government. Kent County Levy Court is comprised of seven elected Commissioners-
six who are elected from the districts in which they reside – and the seventh elected at-large to represent the entire 
county. The Commissioners serve at the will of the electorate and answer solely to their constituents. Since the 
Commissioners are elected officials it is customary to refer to them with the designation of Honorable. 

Levy Court responsibilities include enacting planning and land use ordinances, providing parks and recreation 
facilities, establishing fees, providing emergency medical services, 911 communications, emergency management, 
approving sewer system construction, establishing the yearly tax rate, appointing department heads and overseeing 
the county departments that support the mission of Levy Court. The Commissioners appoint a County Administrator 
who is responsible for managing the day-to-day operations of county government.

Levy Court offices are at 555 Bay Road. Residents may call 744-2300 or 744-2305 to reach a County office. For 
more information on Levy Court, please visit our website at: www.co.kent.de.us
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Kent County Phone Directory

About the Row Offices
Kent County has five Row Officers; each of which is an elected official. Row Officers serve four year terms 

and each is empowered to manage their office. Each row office performs a distinct function within the County 
Government. Row Officers are held accountable to the electorate and it is customary to refer to them with the 
designation of Honorable.

Kent County Administrative Complex
555 Bay Road 
Dover, DE 19901
Levy Court Office     744-2305
Assessment Office   744-2401 
Building Permits & Inspections 744–2451
Code Enforcement   744-2452
Community Development   744-2480
Economic Development  678-3028
Engineering   744-2430
Facilities Mgmt.   744-2357
Finance   744-2386
   a. Tax Section   744-2341
GIS/Mapping   744-2416
Information Technology  744-2365
Parks & Recreation   744-2495
Personnel   744-2310 
Planning   744-2471

Row Offices
Clerk of the Peace   744-2346

Comptroller   744-2415
Recorder of Deeds Office  744-2315
Register of Wills Office  744-2330
Sheriff’s Office   736-2161     
Kent County Emergency Services Building
911 Public Safety Blvd.
Dover, DE 19901

Emergency Communications 735-2200
Emergency Management  735-3465
Emergency Medical Services  735-2180

Kent County Library
497 South Red Haven Lane
Dover, DE 19901

Library Services   698-6440

Kent County Wastewater Treatment Plant
139 Milford Neck Road
Milford, DE 19963

Wastewater Facilities  335-6000

Hon. Harold K. Brode    
Register of Wills     
Harold.Brode@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2330     
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Chief Deputy – Dianne M. Rager 
Dianne.Rager@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2328

Deputy – Peggy Ivory
Peggy.Ivory@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744- 2327

Hon. Betty Lou McKenna    
Recorder of Deeds     
bettylou.mckenna@co.kent.de.us   
(302) 744-2321
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Deputy-Despina Wilson
Despina.Wilson@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2318 

Hon. Georgette Williams
Comptroller
georgette.williams@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2417
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Deputy – Lisa D. Bryant
Lisa.Bryant@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2415

Hon. Jason Mollohan
Sheriff
Jason.Mollohan@co.kent.de.us
(302) 736-2161 
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m – 5:00 p.m.

Chief Deputy-Nicholas Giuttari
Nicholas.Giuttari@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2158

Hon. Loretta Wootten
Clerk of the Peace
Loretta.Wootten@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2346
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Deputy – Frances D. Moore
Frances.Moore@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2347  

Deputy – Marty Hayes
Marty.Hayes@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2346
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By Kristi Rinkenberg - Library Outreach
Summer Fun at the Kent County Public Library

The weather warms up, school lets out, and 
everyone is ready for summer.  Children look forward 
to those long days with nothing to do but play.  A week 
later and they come to their parents with exaggerated 
sighs, “I’m bored!”  While you are scrambling to find 
things for them to do, don’t forget the library!  Sign 
your children up for this year’s Summer Reading 
Program and remind them to read.

Each year, the Kent County Public Library sponsors 
a program encouraging kids to read throughout 
the summer.  Summer reading helps prevent the 
“summer slide,” which can cause students to lose 
months of learning over the break from school, and 
gives students a better start to their school year.  It also 
gives them a sense of accomplishment as they reach 
their reading goals and earn prizes.

To participate, children register at the library or 
online and agree to read for a total of ten hours of over 
the course of ten weeks (approximately 15 minutes 
a day).  Participants who read and log their hours 
receive a book, a certificate, and a ticket for free ice 
cream at a Summer Reading Celebration.  They will 
also be included in weekly drawings for a pair of 
movie tickets.  The more they read, the more entries 
they receive, and the more prizes they can earn.  

The program is designed for children of all ages.  If 
your child can’t read yet, the hours you spend reading 
to them can be included on their reading log.  Even 
better, have an older child read to a younger sibling 
and they both get credit!

This year’s theme is “On Your Mark, Get Set, 
Read!” and the library will also be encouraging 
physical fitness and overall wellness through the 
programs we offer.  Be sure to register the many 
programs that are available throughout the summer 
starting with our Summer Reading Kickoff on June 
10th.  The JumpBunch of Northern Delaware will help 
us get the summer activities started with an exciting 
program filled with sports fun and even a few sports-
related crafts.  

You may also be looking for outside activities and 
the Kent County Public Library, Kent County Parks 
and Recreation, and the Delaware Division of the Arts 
have partnered to make that a possibility again this 
year.  Visit Brecknock County Park each Wednesday 
from June 8 through August 17 at 6:30 p.m. for a 

special series of programs designed just for families.  
Pack your dinner, play on the castle, lay down your 
blankets and enjoy an evening show.

Teens and adults haven’t been left out in our 
summer planning.  The teen theme this year is Get in 
the Game, Read!  Earn points by reading, attending 
programs, volunteering, and more.  A drawing for an 
iPod Shuffle will be held at the end of the summer, 
and teens who complete the program will receive a 
book, a certificate, and a browsing bag with a few 
prizes.  Special activities such as Glow Yoga, Beta 
Readers, and Upcycle Craft programs will be offered 
throughout the summer.  Adults are encouraged to 
“Exercise Your Mind: Read!”  Write reviews for three 
books over the course of the summer and receive a 
browsing bag with prizes, a certificate, and be entered 
into a drawing for an eReader.  They are also invited 
to attend events including presentations on Downton 
Abbey, The Orphan Train, and a Story Teller for adults.  
Make the Summer Reading Program something your 
entire family enjoys every year.

Visit the Kent County Public Library at 497 
S. Red Haven Lane Dover, DE 19901 to register.  
Children also have the option of registering online 
by visiting de.evanced.info/kent/sr/homepage.asp.  
Registration begins on June 1, but the official kick-off 
is Friday, June 10.  You can also call 302-698-6440 for 
more information.

We can’t wait to see you this summer!
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By Kristi Rinkenberg - Library Outreach
Programs in the Park

Loretta Wootten, 2016 Delaware 
Mother of the Year

Bring your family to free, exciting events held 
weekly on Wednesday evenings from June 8 through 
August 17 at 6:30 p.m.  at Brecknock County Park.  
Pack a few snacks (or dinner!), play on the castle, and 
then pull up a blanket or lawn chair and enjoy an 
interactive performance.  You don’t want to miss out 
on these special events:

June 8 –Join Mystic Drums for an interactive 
percussion experience like no other.  Enjoy a hands-
on interactive performance that showcases eclectic 
percussion instruments from around the globe.

June 15 –  Be inspired by Cascading Carlos as he 
juggles his way across the stage.  He uses his talent 
to help build self-esteem, inspire confidence, and 
encourage focus.  

June 22 – Illusions by Vick encourages you to enter 
a world where nothing is impossible and the seemingly 
ordinary becomes incredible.  His magic will amaze 
and entertain audiences of all ages.

June 29 – A storyteller, poet, vocalist and emerging 
musician TAHIRA performs original works, as well as 
works from the African and African American folklore 
tradition. 

July 6 – Silly Joe is sure to entertain with his high-
energy songs about the everyday lives of kids and 
families.  His shows include a guitar, a loud voice, a 
wig, kazoo, and even a pair of boxer shorts!  There are 
sure to be giggles in this family-friendly show!

July 13 – Join Sankofa Dance Company for an 
amazing show. Enjoy dance and explore percussion 
arts in this high-energy performance. 

July 20 – Enjoy a presentation of Civil War Period 
music with the Libby Prison Minstrels performing 
in time period costume.  You don’t want to miss this 
unique event. 

July 27 – Reptiles, amphibians, maybe even an 
alligator!  Join Jungle John for a closer look at these 
amazing creatures.

August 3 – Alisa Dupuy visits the park as Mary 
Poppins.  Jump, dance, pretend to fly a kite all while 
learning about the real Mary Poppins series of books!

August 10 – Brian Richards’ Magic and Comedy 
will delight and amaze audiences of all ages.  Be 
prepared to laugh, participate, and enjoy an evening 
of fun.

August 17 - It’s our Summer Reading Celebration!  
There will be drawings for those who completed the 
Summer Reading Program at the library, ice cream for 
everyone (it’s free if you participated in the program!), 
and a special performance by the Rehoboth Summer 
Children’s Theatre!

Keep in mind that if the temperatures are too high, 
or if it rains, the programs will be held at the Kent 
County Public Library at 497 S. Red Haven Lane, Dover. 
Visit the library’s Facebook page (search KCPLibrary) 
or call 302-698-6440 after 4 p.m. on the day of the event 
if you have questions about the location.  

We are looking forward to seeing you in our parks 
this summer!

These programs have been sponsored by the 
Kent County Public Library and Kent County Parks 
and Recreation.  Support for these programs is also 
made possible, in part, by collaboration between 
the Delaware Division of the Arts and the Delaware 
Division of Libraries.  (Funding is provided in part 
by the National Endowment for the Arts and Library 
Services and Technology Ac administered by the 
Institute for Museum and Library Services.)

Loretta Wootten, Kent County Clerk of the Peace, was recently honored 
by Governor Jack Markell at Woodburn, the Governor’s Mansion, in 
recognition for being selected the 2016 Delaware Mother of the Year. 
The Mother of the Year Award is chosen by the Delaware Association of 
American Mothers. Loretta is the wife of Wayne Wootten and the mother 
of two daughters, Brenda Wootten and Donna Stanley. (Shown in bottom 
of photo L to R): Governor Jack Markell, Loretta Wootten, and Levy 
Court President, P. Brooks Banta.
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By Kia Evans 

Kent County Register of Wills, Harold K. Brode, 
Named 2016 Delaware Fireman of the Year

HARRINGTON – A firehouse siren 
wailing in the wee hours of the night 
usually means an ambulance, firetruck or 
both, are about to hit the road. 

Now, factor in the little-known fact 
that the men and women who’ll answer 
this late night “call to duty” serve strictly 
as volunteers and their only motivation to 
respond to such call is their commitment 
to serving others, and you’ll find folks like 
Harold K. Brode.

Currently serving as the Kent County 
Register of Wills, Harold K. Brode (af-
fectionately known as Brodie), joined the 
Harrington Fire Department in Harrington, 
on June 12, 1965, right out of high school.

“When I joined, I simply wanted to give back to 
the community,” says Brodie. “Besides that, all of my 
close friends were already firemen.” 

Nominated by one’s peers, the Delaware Fireman 
of the Year award is given annually to a State of 
Delaware Firemen in recognition of their dedication 
and commitment to service as a fireman.

Brodie’s selection as Firemen of the Year was 
announced at the Delaware Volunteer Firefighter’s 
Association conference, which was held at Dover 
Downs Hotel and Casino last September.    

 “Being selected to receive this award is an honor. 
I’m humbled just thinking about it,” Brodie says.

Although working alongside his friends was 
undoubtedly appealing, it has always been the larger 
sense of contributing and belonging to a community 
that keeps him dedicated to the fire service.       

“I’ve always enjoyed the comradery that exists 
with the Delaware Volunteer Firemen. It’s a very close 
community and a strict environment that requires 
ongoing training and continued learning. And for me, 

this serves as inspiration, because it brings 
out the best in a person and it makes you 
strive to always be the best at whatever you 
do,” Brodie says. 

No stranger to public service, Brodie’s 
long and impressive career spans decades. 
His history includes service as Chairman 
of the Board (20 years) to the Harrington 
Fire Department, past President of the Kent 
County Firemen’s Association, member of 
the Executive Committee, Delaware State 
Fire Fighter’s Association, Harrington 
City Council, Kent County Levy Court 
Commissioner and current Register of Wills.  

Having spent his entire professional 
career in law enforcement, he retired after 20 

years of service with the Delaware State Police where 
he worked as a patrol officer and later as a detective. 

Although Brodie’s career and professional 
accomplishments have been many, he quickly 
acknowledges he could not have achieved any of this 
throughout the years, had it not been for the support 
of his late wife Cindy, who died last year. “My family 
means everything to me and Cindy was the backbone 
of it all. Not a day goes by that I don’t think of her. I 
miss her more each passing day,” said Brodie. 

However, a quick glance at the now adult children 
of Brodie and Cindy is ample proof that her legacy in 
creating a strong family that values public service is 
evident. Oldest son Derrick Brode, 41, is a Fireman 
and EMT for the town of Magnolia; Kenny Brode, 34, 
is a Lieutenant with the Harrington Police Department 
and Robbie Brode, 33, serves as a deputy State Fire 
Marshall. 

Brodie has been an active member of the Ashbury 
United Methodist Church in Harrington since 1962. 

Harold K. Brode, Kent 
County Register of 

Wills and 2016 
Firemen 

of the Year

About the Kent County Levy Court (KCLC) Summer 2016 Cover:
Summer is here and the Delaware State Fair is prepared to again deliver an exciting lineup 
of entertainment and fun, July 21 – July 30. In recognition of this annual event, this KCLC 
Summer 2016 Newsletter cover design pays tribute to an event that’s been a staple to the 
Delaware community since the 1920’s. For more information about the Delaware State Fair 
visit: www.delawarestatefair.com 
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    2016 Employee of the Year

In observation of Earth Day 2016 and in celebration 
of the Grand Opening of Hunn Nature Park, 
local community volunteers celebrated with the 
planting of a symbolic tree at the entrance to the 
Park. Founded by Gaylord Nelson, a former U.S. 
Senator from Wisconsin, Earth Day is designated as 
a national day to focus on the environment. 
 
Pictured Left to Right: 
Patrick Wassell, community volunteer, Mike Petit de Mange, 
Kent County Administrator, Levy Court Commissioners Jody 
Sweeney, Brad Eaby and Terry Pepper.

Trudena Horsey, January 2016, Employee of the Month
Kent County Department Heads selected Trudena Horsey from the Department of Finance 
as the January 2016 “Employee of the Month.” Trudena has been a Kent County employee 
since July 2008 and holds the position of Accountant III in the Accounting section. She 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting and a Master of Business Administration from 
Wilmington University.  County Finance Director Susan Durham says, “Trudena is a highly 
skilled accountant, has a positive attitude, and is always upbeat. She applies her aptitude 
to evaluate fiscal trends and prepares financial reports, which are critical for grant funding 
requests. She is a valuable member of the Finance team and someone I can count on to get 
things done.”

John F. Callaway, February 2016, Employee of the Month 
Kent County Department Heads selected John F. Callaway from the Department of Public 
Works as the February 2016 Employee of the Month. John, a Maintenance Mechanic III in 
the Division of Wastewater Facilities, has worked for Kent County since February 2012. He 
is responsible for maintaining, installing, and making repairs to operating pumps, valves, 
force main, gravity sewer main, laterals, and other integral components in the wastewater 
collection and transmission operations for the western area of the County. John worked 
his way up through the ranks to his current team leader position. In his role as workgroup 
leader, he can be counted on to get any job done no matter how difficult. In addition to 
holding a Commercial Driver’s License, John is also a nationally certified crane operator.

Jeremy Sheppard, March 2016, Employee of the Month
Kent County Department Heads selected Jeremy Sheppard from the Department of 
Community Services as the March 2016 Employee of the Month. Jeremy serves as Assistant 
Director of Community Services, Parks & Recreation Division, and has worked for Kent 
County since July 2001. His responsibilities include managing the development and 
maintenance of the county’s five parks, as well as ensuring that comprehensive programs 
for recreational activities are offered to the public. In addition to his numerous duties as 
assistant director, Jeremy has assumed the leadership role in the construction of the new 
Kent County Recreation Center.   

Hunn Nature Park Opens


