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MINUTES OF THE KENT COUNTY LEVY COURT 
COMBINED BUSINESS MEETING 

KENT COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX 
555 BAY ROAD, DOVER, DE 

LEVY COURT CHAMBER, ROOM 203 
TUESDAY, JULY 11, 2017 

Call to Order 

The Combined Business meeting of the Kent County Levy Court was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. by President Banta. 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

The Invocation was led by Mr. Howell and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Mr. Angel. 

Moment of Silence for our Troops 

A moment of silence was observed for our Troops and led by Mr. Pepper. 

Roll call and Determination of Quorum 

Allan F. Angel 
Eric L. Buckson 
James E. Hosfelt, Jr. 
Glen M. Howell 
Terry L. Pepper 
George W. Sweeney, Sr. 
P. Brooks Banta 

Commissioner 
Commissioner- Absent 
Commissioner- Absent 
Commissioner 
Vice President 
Commissioner- Absent 
President 

There are four (4) Commissioners present and three (3) absent at Roll Call. 

Adoption of Agenda 

Motion was made by Mr. Angel; seconded by Mr. Pepper; carried by roll call 
vote five (4) yeas; three (3) absent to adopt the Agenda. 

***Let the record reflect Mr. Buckson arrived at approximately 7:05 p.m. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Resolution 3653, Retirement of Earl T. Briel 

Lorri Tanaka read the following into the record: 

Whereas, the retirement of Earl T. Briel, an employee of Ken County, State of 
Delaware, from his duties as Paramedic II, in the Public Safety Department, 
Emergency Medical Division, presents a suitable opportunity for expressing the 
esteem in which we hold Earl T. Briel, as a good and faithful public servant. 

Therefore, be it resolved that the County of Kent express its warmest 
appreciation and thanks to Earl T. Briel for the able and loyal manner in which he 
performed his public duties. 

Be it further resolved that this resolution be his evidence of a right to the 
pension provided by the Kent County Employees' retirement Program; and that 
this Resolution be and hereby is incorporated into the official minutes of the July 
11, 2017 meeting of the Kent County Levy Court. 

Motion to approve Resolution 3653 made by Mr. Pepper; seconded Mr. Angel; 
carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Mr. Briel joined the commissioners and County Administrator down front for the 
presentation of his official retirement. 

Mr. Banta: You've been an asset to the paramedics and the entire Kent County 
organization. Certainly your loss is going to be deeply felt. A person of your 
caliber doesn't come along every day. You've brought professionalism to the 
agency and we're very proud of the work you have done. 

Mr. Pepper: Thank you for your service. You've been a great friend. I 
appreciate everything that you've been able to share with me. Thank you for 
working so well with Levy Court as president of the Union it's been a good 
experience. I understand you are going to stay on as president for a while so I'm 
glad to hear that. I look forward to working with you. Thank you very much and 
congratulations. 

Mr. Buckson: Enjoy your vacation; best of luck to you. 

Mr. Angel: Colin and Allan are going to have some hard shoes to fill; not just 
shoes, mind, too 'cause your mind was definitely on what was best for Levy Court 
and the paramedics. Thank you for your service. 
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Mr. Howell: It takes a special kind of person to do the stuff you did and we wish 
you the best. You've been here a good long while and we just wish you the best 
in every way. I hope you live to be 110. 

Mr. Petit de Mange: It's been a pleasure to get to know you and work with you 
through the negotiation process. I don 't think the union could have picked a 
better representative than yourself to take on that endeavor. It was just a real 
pleasure; we've had a number of opportunities to talk at both the negotiation table 
and outside the negotiation table and you are always the consummate 
professional. Accessible; I've reached you on weekends and we' ve had 
conversations, I just appreciate that. You 've been a great asset to the County and 
I hope you have a great retirement. Congratulations. 

Chief Colin Faulkner: You've done a lot of good things, and I'm going to miss 
that; more importantly you 've been a good friend and I appreciate that. I wish 
you all the best in your retirement; I hope that you are not going to be a stranger. 
I'm glad you are going to be hanging out for a while as president of the union 
because we still have some unfinished business. I look forward to doing that with 
you. All the best to you in your retirement. Thanks a lot for all you 've done for 
us. 

Mr. Briel: I very much appreciate my last nine years here. I'm appreciative that I 
got to meet you gentlemen and to learn, I like learning people .. . that your best 
interests is always in the citizens in this County; it' s very nice to see in local 
politicians. Chief, we've established a relationship that I know is going to 
continue. I've never done this for the money and I' m at the service of Levy Court 
and anything you may ever need from me .... Thank you. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. Mr. Pepper: Ordinance LC17-19, An Ordinance amending The Code of 
Kent County, State of Delaware, Volume I, Chapter 128- Fees, 128-44-
Recorder of Deeds, to establish a Technology Fee 

Mr. Buckson: As I clearly stated during the committee meeting, which I value 
and expect our commissioners to indicate may be an issue, I indicated that I had 
possible concerns. One of the things you indicated that you had communicated 
with the Bar Association and my question is their response? I reached out to a 
few of them and I was curious as to their response to you. 

Betty Lou McKenna: Well, no, I did not. Truthfully, I did not know it was on 
the agenda until this afternoon late. If I had known when it was going to be on 
the agenda I would have notified the Bar Association in case they wanted to be 
here. That was my intentions. My fault, I didn't look at the bulletin board. 
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Mr. Buckson: The question I have is Ms. Durham's not here, maybe Mr. Petit de 
Mange? One of the points raised was the potential to essentially earmark it 
specific for the technology in the Recorder of Deeds, I'm not quite sure that $5.00 
is warranted, maybe the $2.00 is, but my question is, is that a possibility? 

Mr. Petit de Mange: Yea, intended to be earmarked, in the synopsis it gives a 
breakdown of what it would be split in, as it's represented $2.00 of every fee will 
dedicated into a fund for the Deeds Office for maintenance of the software and 
hardware apparatus there and then $3.00 would go into the General Fund for 
General Fund Expenses. 

Mr. Buckson: Ms. McKenna, and I appreciate you coming up with some ideas as 
you have in the past, and I am not always a no vote, I have supported some of 
those thoughts. I wouldn't be in support of this at this moment because my 
concern is we haven't informed the lawyers and the realtors who .... 

Ms. McKenna: It was advertised. 

Mr. Buckson: I know, but we have a close relationship with those folks and I 
think it's warranted that we communicate with them in advance; I just think that's 
what you do. Secondary to that, I would not entertain anything that didn't cut it at 
$2.00; I don ' t think that Ms. McKenna, that your group should be responsible for 
funding the entire County as far as upgrades, so the $5.00 is not warranted, but 
maybe the $2.00 for me. Again, this is just me speaking, I would support the 
$2.00 after we had some communication with the, I guess Bar Association as it 
was written in our memo. Ifthat can be done than I would support that; if not 
than regrettably I won't be able to support this. 

Mr. Banta: Mr. Buckson, I appreciate your comments as usual. This is for a 
Public Hearing. I've not yet opened the Public Hearing. I am now preparing to 
do that unless I am advised otherwise; the County Attorney is not here. If we 
follow the Rules of Procedure it is scheduled for Public Hearing and I think it 
would be inappropriate of us not to hold a Public Hearing. 

Public Hearing Open on Ordinance LC17-19 

IN FAVOR- None 

IN OPPOSITION - None 

Public Hearing Closed on Ordinance LC17-19 

Mr. Pepper: I tend to go along with Commissioner Buckson on this, not so much 
the matter of money but, like you said we have a close relationship with the 
attorneys and it's probably, you know, I don ' t want to vote on something and say 
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that well, you weren't notified because of an oversight. There' s no specific 
urgent need to get this passed tonight so, with that being said I would make a 
Motion to table until all notifications have been made to the attorneys and Mrs. 
McKenna indicated that was her desire to do so I am not going against anything 
that she hadn't already planned to do. I think the right thing to do would be to 
table to make the notifications and re-advertise; seconded by Mr. Buckson. 

Mr. Petit de Mange: Just for clarification, when we bring this back should we 
reopen the Public Hearing? (Affirmative answer given) So we need to re
advertise the matter? Okay, thank you very much. 

Roll Call: 

Mr. Angel: Yes, as per Commissioner Buckson's remarks 

Mr. Buckson: Yes, and I want to reiterate something that the State did recently. 
They asked for and got, they didn't ask they mandated that this community, the 
real estate/lawyer community if you want to call it ... it's more real estate, which I 
assume plays a vital role in the deeds office and some of the things we're talking 
about just took a big hit, whether I like it or not they did. They've added I% to 
the realtor transfer tax, so any increase to the cost of their business by anyone else 
is going to be looked at as a challenge, no matter how small or how big it is. So 
we just need to think about that. Vote for it but don't just vote for it as if it's ah, 
it 's no big deal. That' s all. 

Mr. Howell: Yes. 

Mr. Pepper: Yes. 

Mr. Banta: Yes. 

Roll Call reveals five (5) yeas; two absent. Ordinance LC17-19 has been tabled. 

Recess to Committee Meetings -7:22 

Reconvene Business Meeting -7:29 

Old Business -None 

New Business 

Action Items from the Committee Meeting 
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Mr. Buckson: 
Motion to approve the USDA Housing Preservation Grant Pre-application 
Review; seconded by Mr. Pepper; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) 
absent. 

Motion to approve the Neighborhood Stabilization Program Housing 
Rehabilitation Bid Review; seconded by Mr. Pepper; carried by roll call vote five 
(5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Mr. Angel: 
I make a Motion that we authorize the President of Levy Court to execute the 
proposed Delaware Small Business Development Center agreement to provide 
services in the Kent County Emerging Enterprise Development Center, contingent 
upon Kent County Levy Court approval of the information documents for the 
Emerging Enterprise Development Center; seconded by Mr. Pepper; carried by 
roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Other Business - None 

Public Comments - None 

Commissioner Comments 

Mr. Buckson: I mean no disrespect in this but I need to say it. Several weeks ago 
on the agenda was an item that I felt very confident that had the support of Levy 
Court, in fact it failed. The reason that I thought that it had support was because 
during the committee meeting there was no indication expressed to me that there 
was a problem with it. Now the problem is that I didn't show up for that meeting, 
I was away. Had I known that there was any issue I would have pulled it from the 
agenda so that I could have been here and had that discussion. My point is 
simple. At the committee meetings I just think there's value, not in showing 
support but at least indicating that there may be an issue when it comes time to 
vote, because at that time I had no indication that the Dependent Care vote would 
crash and bum the way it did. And if we are going to have a committee meeting 
where we have that discussion I think there's value at that moment in knowing 
that. I don't think that's an unfair request. I didn't say you had to tell me the way 
you're voting. At the minimum indicate yeah, I might not roll with it or I may 
not support it. Because then I could have just pulled it from the agenda and then 
we could have had a nice discussion the next time in. That's it. I said my peace. 

Mr. Banta: Since we had some time since our last meeting and I had an 
opportunity to really think about when I started with Levy Court some 20 years 
ago, Mr. Pepper was here when I first started back in '97. Today as well as then 
we all take an oath to protect the rich, historical heritage of Delaware and 
specifically Kent County. My concern is, I think each of us have a vested 
responsibility in protecting the lives and the well-being of our residents. In doing 



7 07111 / 17 

so I think that we are being remiss by not looking and determining the future of 
our County for the next 5, I 0, 15, 20, 30 years. I mean I won't be here but it 
would be nice to reflect on what we have and what we've done. I say that 
because every vote that each of us make, we each represent 30,000 people, Mr. 
Pepper of course represents 180,000 people, but at the end of the day we need to 
be responsible in how we handle a number of the issues that come before us. We 
actually have more power in our vote than the Governor of the State of Delaware 
because we are controlling land use throughout the entire County. All of us can 
remember 2004, 5 and 6; Commissioner Buckson remembers very well because 
he was here, out there with the podium but he was here and did a great job on 
behalf of the County. It is important that we understand that every vote counts. 
We need to make sound judgment and make sure that this diamond of Kent 
County is still intact 20, 30, 40, 50 years from now. It would be my desire that as 
we move forward either have a plan, have something, a design that would say this 
is what we want it to look like because the route that we're taking, I think may 
start putting us back. For example let's just say you were doing a BG zoning, 
there's nothing to contain that just to one or two items. As we all know if you 
look at the ordinances the BG district actually has almost two pages of items that 
are there with no conditions, they are just there and you can do what you want to 
do. So I think it' s important that we look closely at the future of our County. I 
know there ' s an item coming up next week, a public hearing, how the votes go, 
that ' s fine. This is not predicated upon that. It's predicated upon the future of our 
County. If we fail to take responsibility for the 180,000 people that are here now, 
they were here in 04, 05, and 06, there here now, we need to protect our 
community, we need to protect our citizens and look out for the welfare of our 
County. I know it ' s a lot to ask but I just think we don ' t need to look at anything 
without looking at it completely. We need to be fervent in our desire to make 
sure that this County looks as good now as it hopefully will look in 20, 30, 40 
years. Certainly I won't be here but the issue becomes it would be nice to say to 
someone I 0 years from now, 20 years, look, we've taken a hold on the County, 
we've gotten a grip on it, we're not going to make any major mistakes and we' re 
going to move forward. I was on the beach and I wrote these up in hand with my 
pen and pencil; decided to just let you know how I feel about the future of our 
County. I would hope that as we move further into 2017, 18, 19 and 20 that we 
carefully monitor what we do as far as the use of our land. There' ll be no more 
land. The land that we have is what we have. We can ' t get any more land. If we 
desecrate it or do something inappropriate I think we are doing our County and 
ourselves a great disservice. 

Mr. Angel: Since you raised the question that we had a conversation about I need 
to respond to what your statement is, too. I know exactly where we' re going with 
this but ... 

Mr. Banta: You don't know where I am going. 
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Mr. Angel: Based on our conversation, I do. You're right, land is land, however 
when we made a decision to have economic development come to our County 
we had made promises that it would be an economic boom, there would be 
businesses and whatever type of business was there was going to aid Kent County 
and the State of Delaware. We can't go back on our word of what we told people 
we were going to do. 

Mr. Banta: What are you referring to specifically? 

Mr. Buckson: I don't know what any of you are talking about. 

Mr. Angel: Our conversation was about what is corning up next week with the 
possibility ... 

Mr. Banta: You don't understand; my concern, just so you clearly understand, is 
that for the sports plex, occupancy to our hotels and to do things that will benefit 
all the people and that's what we designed it to do. That's the reason for my 
comments. 

Mr. Angel: And it has and the only problem is we had the biggest July increase in 
occupancy in our hotel/motels; however we also had a large increase that went to 
Sussex County, because we don't have something close by. Hopefully we can 
~~~~~~~~~~~~00~~~~~~ 

Mr. Banta: The occupancy rate, at the moment for Kent County, including 
Milford and Dover and Smyrna is 45.8%, that's the occupancy rate. With that 
being said, that's probably been belabored enough, so it's 7:42; so entertain a 
motion to adjourn. 

Motion to Adjourn was made by Mr. Pepper; seconded by Mr. Howell; carried 
by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 7:42p.m. 

Trish Brown 
Deputy Clerk of the Peace 
Kent County 


	Blank Page

