
MINUTES OF THE KENT COUNTY LEVY COURT 
COMBINED BUSINESS MEETING 

KENT COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CONIPLEX 
555 BAY ROAD, DOVER, DE 

LEVY COURT CHAMBER, ROOM 203 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 30,2018 

Call to Order 

The Combined Business meeting of the Kent County Levy Court was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. by President Banta. 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

The Invocation was led by Mr. Howell and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Mr. Buckson. 

Moment of Silence for our Troops 

A moment of silence was observed for our Troops and led by Mr. Sweeney. 

Roll call and Determination of Quorum 

Allan F. Angel Commissioner -Absent 
Eric L. Buckson Commissioner 
James E. Hosfelt, Jr. Commissioner 
Glen M. Howell Commissioner 
Terry L. Pepper Vice President - Absent 
George W. Sweeney, Sr. Commissioner 
P. Brooks Banta President 

There are six (5) Commissioners present; two (2) absent at Roll Call. 

Adoption of Agenda 



M-18-006 Motion to approve the Agenda as presented was made by Mr. Sweeney; seconded 
by Mr. Howell; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Consent Agenda 18-2 
Items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine andfor non-controversial and 
will be acted upon by a single roll call vote of the Levy Court. There will be no 
separate discussion of these items unless a Commissioner so requests, in which 
event the items shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered 
separately under New Business. 

Levy Court Business Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 16,201 8 
Items from the January 23,201 8 Committee Meetings: 

o Murderkill TMDL -Authorization to Dismiss 303(d) Appeals 
o Milford Neck Sewer Area Project - ADEL Construction - Proposed 

Change Order No. 2 
o Community Event Promotional Grant Applications Review: American 

Legion Ambulance Service Station 64 

M-18-007 Mr. Sweeney Moved to approve Consent Agenda 18-2; seconded by Mr. Howell; 
carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Employee of the Month - February 2018 

The following was read into the record by Lorri Tanaka: 

Kent County Department Heads have selected KATHRYN H. "Kay" KRISS from 
the Office of the Kent County Register of Wills as the February 201 8 Employee 
of the Month. Kay has worked for Kent County since March 201 5 and serves as a 
Wills Clerk 11. She is responsible for scheduling openings and closings of estates, 
audits estate accountings and explaining to the public the many different 
procedures required when a family member passes. Supervisors describe Kay as 
very compassionate and caring toward Wills Office customers. Often grieving 
family members are inconsolable when visiting the office, but Kay has the unique 
ability to offer comforting words that help them get through the estate process. 
She is also praised for her willingness to go above and beyond and accommodate 
the schedules of her coworkers. According to Register of Wills Harold Brode, 
"Kay is the kindest person you could ever meet and very deserving of recognition 
as Employee of the Month. We receive so many comments from constituents 
about her genuine kindness and caring attitude. She has this wondefil ability to 
engage with people suffering emotionally over the loss of a loved one and make 
them feel better." Congratulations Kay on a job well done! Kay resides in 
Commissioner Angel's and Pepper's districts. 

Kent County Levy Court 
February 201 8 Employee of the Month 



Kathryn H. Kriss 
th 

On this, the 30 day of January 201 8, 
the Levy Court of 

Kent County, State of Delaware, does hereby recognize 
Kathryn H. "Kay" Kriss 

Wills Clerk I1 
Ofice of the Kent County Register of Wills 

for her exceptional initiative, dedication, and conscientiousness in 
the delivery of services to the citizenry of the County. 

Kay met the Commissioners and County Administrator and at the front for 
presentation of the award, photos and congratulatory remarks. 

Mr. Banta: ***Inaudible*** 

Mr. Buckson: That's a little better; I don't think it was on earlier. You sounded 
good though. Back to Kay, I think it's great, what was said in there I think is 
exceptional. You're right, you know when folks come into this ofice it's so 
important that they have a calming voice, a reassuring voice. And from all 
accounts you are that person, so I commend you for that and I thank you for that 
sincerely. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Sweeney: Kay, just to mimic what they've said, you face a much different 
clientele than the other groups who have forward facing departments. They don't 
come in angry, they don't come in unwilling to pay their bills; they come in for a 
completely different reason. To hear that you have the compassion to be able to 
work with them and we get such good comments back, that's a great job. 
Congratulations, very well deserved. 

Mr. Howell: I agree, very well deserved and I'm glad you're here with us. 

Mr. Hosfelt: Thank you, ma'am, for everything you do. We certainly appreciate 
it and I know the families of our resident's here in Kent County obviously 
certainly appreciate everything you do based on the letter. Thanks. 

Mr. Petit de Mange: Kay, a few years ago Levy Court adopted a customer service 
policy but in your case we probably didn't need to adopt one because you already 
came with the stuff that we were looking for. As along with your colleagues 
Peggy, Pat, Dianne and Harold you do a great job. We've seen a lot of accolades 
for you and your colleagues from the customers that you serve. I brought a few of 
them here and I'm not going to read them verbatim but here's what people say 
about you. "Ms. Kriss answered all of my questions, guided me through with 
information I needed," "courteous," "professional," "was extremely helpful in 
guiding me through the process of obtaining the appointment to open my mother's 
estate," "excellent, courteous service as usual," "extremely important to me," 
"excellent, greeted me right after I signed in, answered all my questions, very, 



very helpful," "Kay is a wonderful, helpful, pleasant person, excellent employee!" 
There's more. That's what people say about you. So we just want to say thank 
you. You're doing a great job for us. Congratulations. 

Harold Brode: First time I met Kay was when Dianne and I interviewed her. I 
think it was March of ' 15. I knew from the time I interviewed her she's the one 
for the job. I'm going to tell you she's been an asset to our office, as Mike said, 
everybody comes in there, thinks the world of her, as the rest of the guys here. 
They are getting cross trained and I am proud of every one of them. On behalf of 
our office I would like to thank you for the job that you've done for us in the last 
three years. 

Kay: I'd just like to say I've got great co-workers, a wonderful boss and I just 
love Brodie. If it wasn't for them.. . Well, anyway, Dianne is a great teacher, 
Peggy, Pat I couldn't have done it without them. 

Mr. Banta: Well you've certainly got a great team and as Commissioner Buckson 
so eloquently said you're warm and compassionate and at those particular 
moments in people's lives they need a steady hand and you're it. Again, 
congratulations for receiving this. 

Perfect Attendance - 2017 

Allan Kujala: Thank you, President Banta for giving us some time tonight to 
present these Perfect Attendance Awards. We had 47 employees come to work 
every single day in 20 17. We are going to read off.. .present the certificates and 
have them be appreciated by the Commissioners and receive a token gift of 
appreciation from the County for achieving perfect attendance last year. We are 
going to go in reverse order, so first from the Sheriffs Office is Wendy Haywood. 
Next is Margo Mangiamele-Orlando. From the Wills Office ***Peggy Ivory's 
name was inaudible due to audio issues*** and Dianne Rager. From the Public 
Works Department we have Barbara Gibbs. Also from Public Works we have 
Tim Jones. Public Safety we have Chief Colin Faulkner and John Witzke. From 
the Department of Community Services we have Cindy Laird and Hilary 
Welliver. From the Department of Administration we have Lorri Tanaka. We 
have Kent County Administrator Michael Petit de Mange. And before I announce 
the last person that's here, I would like to recognize an employee who's not here 
but who has had perfect attendance for more than 30 years, and that person is 
Shawn O'Toole who works down in the Sewer Plant, the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, more than 30 years perfect attendance. The last person with perfect 
attendance is yours truly, with 20 plus years. 

The Commissioners congratulated each employee as their name was called and at 
the end a group photo was taken to commemorate their achievement. 

Resolution 3675 - Retirement of James J. Newton 



Lorri Tanaka read the following into the record: 

Whereas, the retirement of James J. Newton, an employee of Kent County, State 
of Delaware, from his duties as Environmental Program Manager, Public 
Works Department, presents a suitable opportunity for expressing the 
esteem in which we hold James J. Newton, as a good and faithful public 
servant. 
Therefore, be it resolved that the County of Kent express its warmest 
appreciation and thanks to James J. Newton for the able and loyal manner in 
which he performed his public duties. 
Be it further resolved that this resolution be his evidence of a right to the 
pension provided by the Kent County Employees' Retirement Program; and 
that this Resolution be and hereby is incorporated into the official minutes 
of the January 30,20 18 meeting of the Kent County Levy Court. 

M-18-008 Mr. Sweeney Moved to approve Resolution 3675; seconded by Mr. Buckson; 
carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

James, accompanied by Diane Golt joined the Commissioners at the front for the 
presentation. 

Mr. Banta: Well Jim, your years of service have not gone unnoticed and you've 
done a very professional job in Public Works. You've worked under a number of 
Public Works Directors and I think you've done an outstanding job, and you've 
made the County very proud of the work that you do. 

Mr. Sweeney: Jim, we know who's on top of the organizational chart down there 
and we know who the leaders are. And you're one of the leaders of that plant 
that's guided it for a number of years. Congratulations, and you will be greatly 
missed. 

Mr. Howell: So you're moving south, huh? South Wisconsin, is that it? Florida, 
Pensacola? Outstanding well, that's something to look forward to. When are you 
going to make it down there, you think, tonight, after the meeting? Well we 
appreciate your work and wish you the best in every way. 

Mr. Hosfelt: Thank you, sir for all your years of service and we'll certainly pray 
for your safe travels when you head south. 

Mr. Petit de Mange: Jim, congratulations. You've been an extremely 
professional person and a highly technical, skilled person and a great employee to 
have on staff. I know you also put in a lot of road miles in your personal time 
and I guess down in Pensacola you'll be able to do that every day of the week. 
Congratulations, all the best to you. 



Mr. Buckson: Two things, I have a few skeletons down in Pensacola so if you 
find them leave them there. I remember you one time sitting in the back of the 
audience, and you had come up and you were talking about you had run a 
marathon. And that was, at that time before I had run one. No disrespect, but I 
said, God durn it, if he can run one I can run one, too. Well, I went out and ran it 
but part of the reason was because of your comments that night. Anyway, I wish 
you all the best; you've earned it. Enjoy yourself; great job. 

Ms. Golt: Jim, I've worked with you for your entire time here. I want to 
congratulate you on your years of service. Some of the things I wanted to make 
sure folks know about Jim, Jim has been the key person for getting our 
certifications for the plant IS0 1400 1, OSHAs 180 1, Nationals BioSolids 
Partnership and Jim has set it in place for us to get our IS0 50001 which is an 
energy standard. These are things that we will need to carry on and we appreciate 
your efforts in setting them up. 

Mr. Newton: Well, I do appreciate.. . It's been almost 16 years since I came and 
stood there and was introduced by Hans as a new employee. Now almost 16 
years later I hope I've had some positive influence on the County and the 
Wastewater Plant over the years. There's been a lot of changes, both personal and 
with the County.. .I had hair then. I've really enjoyed the time, I've learned a lot. 
I hope I've passed on some of what I've learned. I'm going to change direction. 
No more engineering; even though I've got this, 45 years an engineer. I want to 
write scripts; watch for movies! 

The presentation was completed with photos being taken. 

Resolution 3676 - Retirement of Leslie H. Persans 

The following was read into the record by Ms. Tanaka: 

Whereas, the retirement of Leslie H. Persans, an employee of Kent County, State 
of Delaware, from her duties as Utility Locator, Public Works Department, 
presents a suitable opportunity for expressing the esteem in which we hold 
Leslie H. Persans, as a good and faithful public servant. 
Therefore, be it resolved that the County of Kent express it's warmest 
appreciation and thanks to Leslie H. Persans for the able and loyal 
manner in which she performed her public duties. 
Be it further resolved that this resolution be her evidence of a right to the 
pension provided by the Kent County Employees' Retirement Program; and 
that this Resolution be and hereby is incorporated into the official minutes, 
of the January 30,201 8 meeting of the Kent County Levy Court. 

M-18-009 Motion was made by Mr. Sweeney to approve Resolution 3676; seconded by 
Mr. Howell; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 



INTRODUCTIONS 

Mr. Kujala: Thank you, President Banta. We have one new employee to 
introduce tonight and that honor goes to Director of Planning Services Sarah 
Keifer. 

Ms. Keifer: Good evening, Commissioners. Tonight I am very pleased to 
introduce, and reintroduce to some of you Frank Paquette. He joined us la& week 
as the Housing and Community Development Supervisor within Planning 
Services, our Planning Division. Frank comes to us with a significant amount of 
fiscal and Grant management experience. Most recently he was a Fiscal 
Management Analyst with DNREC. He also has experience as a Housing 
Development Officer with the State Housing Authority. He has hit the ground 
running, picking up all of our programs. We are very, very pleased to have him. 

Mr. Paquette: Good evening. Thank you for having me. I appreciate the 
opportunity. I am new to most of you but I'm not totally new to the County. For 
the last 10 years with DNREC I had a very pleasant working relationship with 
Diane Golt, Susan Durham and Hans Medlarz. It's always been good. Thank 
you. 

Mr. Banta: Welcome aboard, Frank. We appreciate you took a position with 
Planning Services and I'm sure you'll do an outstanding job. Appreciate you 
being here. Thank you for being here this evening and good luck working with 
Ms. Keifer. You'll find she's very pleasant and easy going. Just do what she says. 
Other than that you will be in trouble. Thank you. Appreciate your time. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Mr. Hosfelt 
1. Resolution 3666, A Resolution to extend the Kent County Stormwater 

Maintenance District pursuant to Chapter 52, Title 9 of the Delaware Code 
and Section 90.4.E (lo), Chapter 187 of the Kent County Code - Planters 
Woods (SWM-15-08) 

Ms. Keifer: This Resolution does create a Stormwater Maintenance District for 
the Planters Woods subdivision. A majority of the lot owners have signed the 
petition in the affirmative; those signatures .have been verified by our staff. All 
repairs to the Stormwater Infrastructure have been completed and verified by 
KCD. The annual fee adopted for FY 18 is $28.00 per lot. Given the proposed 
effective date of the Resolution is January 30", for this fiscal year only $15.00 is 
due and we would suggest that that $15.00 be added to the $28.00 for the next 
fiscal year tax bill. This meets all of the conditions for joining the district and 
staff recommends approval of it. I'm happy to answer any questions you might 
have. 



Mr. Sweeney: Sarah, during the approval process for the residents of Planters 
Woods they're made aware of the $28.00 plus the $15.00 that will be assessed in 
20 1 9? 

Ms. Keifer: I can't speak to what other homeowners have told them. We've 
advertised it; it's part of what we post. And it's certainly part of the Resolution. 

Mr. Sweeney: Thank you. 

Public Hearing Open on Resolution 3666 

In Favor 

David Shurtleff, 242 Hardwood Drive, Dover, DE: I just wanted to say that I've 
been with the Homeowners Association through this whole process of becoming 
part of the Stormwater Management System and we appreciate being accepted 
into the system. 

Mr. Banta: We appreciate you being here and hopefully we'll get it done here in a 
few minutes. Thank you very much. 

Jared Adkins, Kent Conservation District, 800 Bay Road, Dover, DE: I 
appreciate Kent County continuing to work with us; this has been a great 
partnership and we look forward to the Stormwater Maintenance District effort 
continuing to grow. Thank you. 

Mr. Banta: Thank you, Jared, let me... Jared, I am not finished with you. I think 
you need to be told clearly that this body of Government appreciates the tireless 
efforts that you place into this project, as well as many others throughout the 
County. I don't think you're recognized quite enough for the job that you do with 
the limited amount of resources that you have, so again, we appreciate your time 
and effort. Thank you for being here tonight as well, sir. 

Mr. Adkins: Thank you very much. I appreciate that. 

In Opposition - None 

Public Hearing Closed On Resolution 3666 

Mr. Hosfelt: I have a motion to present. Finding that the proposed stormwater 
maintenance district expansion is adequate and appropriate; that all of the 
property owners within the district are benefited directly or indirectly thereby; and 
that it is in the public interest to extend the stormwater maintenance district in the 

M-18-010 manner proposed, I Move to approve Resolution 3666 creating the Planters 
Woods Stormwater Maintenance District; seconded by Mr. Sweeney. 



Roll Call: 

Mr. Angel: Absent 

Mr. Buckson: Yes, Staff support, no public opposition, my vote is yes. 

Mr. Hosfelt: Yes, based on the recommendations of Staff and no public 
opposition. 

Mr. Howell: Yes, based on the recommendation. 

Mr. Pepper: Absent 

Mr. Sweeney: Yes, for all reasons stated. 

Mr. Banta: Absolutely. 

Roll call reveals five (5) yeas, two (2) absent. Resolution 3666 has been 
approved. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS CLOSED 

OLD BUSINESS - None 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Buckson: 
1. Action Items from January 23,2018 Planning Services 

Committee Meeting RE: 
CDBG Application Review: 
1) Resolution 3671 - Authorization to submit applications 
2) Resolution 3672 - Administrative Match 
3) Resolution 3673 - Fair Housing 

Ms. Keifer: Very briefly the three Resolutions are what we typically adopt each 
year as part of the Community Development Block Grant Application. The first 
one is simply authorization to submit the applications. Then Resolution 3672 
commits us to the Administrative Match, and then 3673 is an assurance by the 
Levy Court that the County will affirmatively further fair housing throughout the 
County. 

Mr. Banta: Mr. Buckson, I think it would be fair to say that we debated all these 
three items at a committee meeting, in public and pretty well received resolution 
for that as well, sir. 

Mr. Buckson: They'll be individually voted on, correct, Mr. Pepper? 



Mr. W. Pepper: Yes, they just need a motion to adopt. 

M-18-011 Motion to approve Resolution 3671 - Authorization to submit applications was 
made by Mr. Buckson; seconded by Mr. Sweeney; carried by roll call vote five 
(5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

M-18-012 Motion to approve Resolution 3672 - Administrative Match; seconded by 
Mr. Sweeney; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

M-18-013 Motion to approve Resolution 3673 - Fair Housing; seconded by Mr. Sweeney; 
carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

2. Action Items from January 23,2018 Administration Committee 
Meeting: 
1) Pension Fund Diversification/Investment Guidelines Revision 
2) Pension Fund Manager(s) Appointment 

Mr. Kujala: The pension fund is now at $40,000,000.000 and as a result the 
Pension Review Committee has recommended that the Investment Policy be 
amended to include a couple more emerging market equities, high yield fixed 
income and real estate. 

M-18-014 Mr. Buckson: I make a Motion to approve the revised Statement of Overall 
Investment Objectives and Policy for the Kent County Employee Retirement 
Program to incorporate asset allocations for emerging market equities, high yield 
fixed income, and real estate as recommended by the Pension Review Committee; 
seconded by Mr. Sweeney; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Mr. Kujala: With the new guidelines the Pension Review Committee looked at 
Fund Managers for those new exposures and recommends the selection of 
Principal Real Estate and RCTS for the high yield and emerging markets. 

M-18-015 Mr. Buckson: I Move to approve Principal Real Estate Investors for investment 
of County pension funds in the Core Real Estate sector and RCTS for investment 
of County pension h d s  in the Emerging Markets Equities and High Yield Fixed 
Income sectors in a manner consistent with the Retirement Program's approved 
Investment Objectives and Policy, and authorize the President to execute the fund 
participation agreements; seconded by Mr. Sweeney; carried by roll call vote five 
(5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Mr. Hosfelt: 
1 .  Action Item from January 23,2018 Finance Committee 

Meeting: 
1) Downtown Development District Funding 



Mr. Petit de Mange: This was reviewed last week in committee. There were no 
questions or concerns expressed at that time. There is an attached motion for your 
consideration. I conferred with Ms. Durham on the source of funding to put 
additional money into this program and we're recommending that we allocate 
$200,000 fiom the Unrestricted Fund Balance to provide additional funding for 
this Grant Program. If there's any questions I'd be glad to try to answer them. 
Thank you. 

M-18-016 I Move to authorize the allocation of $200,000 from the current Unrestricted Fund 
Balance as additional funding to replenish the Kent County Downtown 
Development Districts Matching Grant Program and authorize the Finance 
Director to execute this funding allocation at this time; seconded by Mr. Sweeney; 
carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Mr. Howell: 
M-18-017 I Move that we approve Resolution 3669 calling a Public Hearing upon a 

proposal to extend Kent County Sewage Disposal District No. 1 - Cypress 
BrancMSouth Central Area - DELDOT Maintenance Yard; seconded by 
Mr. Sweeney; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

Introduction of Resolution 3670, Kent County Sewage Disposal District 
No. 1 (KCSDD 1) Proposed Sewer Extension - Cypress BrancMSouth 
Central Area - DELDOT Maintenance Yard for public hearing on 
Tuesday, February 13'20 18 at 7:00 P.M. 

Mr. Banta: 
1. Appointment of Robert "Bob" Johnson to Community Development 

Advisory Committee 

M-18-018 Motion was made by Mr. Banta to appoint Mr. Robert B. Johnson to the 
Community Development Advisory Committee for Kent County Levy Court; 
seconded Mr. Buckson; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

M-18-019 Mr. Sweeney Moved to go into Executive Session immediately following the 
Committee Meetings of February 6,20 18 for preliminary discussion on site 
acquisition for a publicly funded capital improvement; legal strategy session 
regarding collective bargaining or pending or potential litigation; and personnel 
matters pursuant to 29 Del. C. 10004(b) (2), (4), and (9); seconded by 
Mr. Howell and Mr. Buckson; carried by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) 
absent. 

INFORMATION ITEMS 



Mr. Banta: I had the honor and privilege last night of attending the viewing of 
Ray Pusey. Ray Pusey served on the Regional Planning Commission for a 
number of years. He also served the Department of Transportation, particularly 
the sign division and did an outstanding job, and so it was a pleasure to be there. I 
will tell you that the tribute that was prepared on behalf of Levy Court done by 
Kelly Pitts our Public Information Officer, it was an outstanding job. I mean 
they're all good, but this one got to the heart of the subject and it was profoundly 
received by the family. So, I just want you to know that; and also the flowers 
that we sent as well. 

Mr. Petit de Mange: I'll give you all an early notice and this will be on the green 
sheet. We've established a date for the Ag Extension Event. Every year we 
meet with the cooperative extension from Delaware State University and 
University of Delaware and due to the weather it got postponed a little bit. This 
year we're going to be meeting on the 29th of February. It will be in this building, 
in Room 220. We'll get a notice out to everybody, but that will be 5:30. This is a 
Monday evening and we'll have a fun time with the folks from the Ag Extension 
Services. I'm sorry, I'm looking at the 26th. 

Mr. Sweeney: The 29th doesn't exist this year. 

Mr. Petit de Mange: I'm looking at the wrong calendar. 

Mr. Banta: Commissioner Sweeney always has a way to make a way to make a 
path to embarrassing people.. . 

Mr. Petit de Mange: The dyslexia kicked in. 

Mr. Banta: Thank you, Mr. Petit de Mange, we appreciate that. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS - None 

M-18-020 Motion to Adjourn was made by Mr. Sweeney; seconded by Mr. Howell; carried 
by roll call vote five (5) yeas; two (2) absent. 7:5 1 p.m. 

Brenda Wootten 
Kent County Clerk of the Peace 




