
MINUTES OF THE KENT COUNTY LEVY COURT 
BUSINESS MEETING 

KENT COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLEX 
555 BAY ROAD, DOVER, DE 

LEVY COURT CHAMBER, ROOM 203 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018 

Call to Order 

The Business Meeting of the Kent County Levy Court was called to order at 
7:00p.m. by President Banta. 

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 

The Invocation was led by Mr. Howell and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Mr. Buckson. 

Moment of Silence for our Troops 

A moment of silence was observed for our Troops and led by Mr. Sweeney. 

Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 

Allan F. Angel 
Eric L. Buckson 
James E. Hosfelt, Jr. 
Glen M. Howell 
Terry L. Pepper 
George W. Sweeney, Sr. 
P. Brooks Banta 

Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner - Absent 
Commissioner 
Vice President 
Commissioner 
President 

There are six (6) Commissioners present; one (1) absent at Roll Call. 
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Adoption of Agenda 

Motion was made by Mr. Pepper; seconded by Mr. Sweeney to approve the 
Agenda as presented; carried by Roll Call vote six (6) yeas; one (1) absent. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Tribute in Recognition ofthe 65th Anniversary of the Founding ofthe Little 
School at Kids Cottage 

Shannon Mercer, Lisa Ratliff and Fran Ellsworth took their places at the table 
situated in front of the dais for remarks prior to the presentation of the Tribute. 

Ms. Mercer: This is my first rodeo here, so thank you for having us. My name is 
Shannon Mercer, this is Lisa Ratliff. This is Fran Ellsworth, one of the wonderful 
teachers from The Little School, and this is Rosalie who we are so happy could be 
here tonight. Lisa and I are the very fortunate directors of one of Kent County's 
landmarks, The Little School. Let me begin by thanking the Commissioners, the 
staff here at Kent County Levy Court for giving us a moment tonight. We don't 
need much of your time because our message is simple. Be kind. For those of 
you that don't know much about The Little School, we have been providing 
early ... quality early childhood care to the greater Dover community for a long 
time. 2019 will mark our 65th year of enriching lives of young children and their 
families. Forty years ago this is where Lisa and I attended preschool, and for 
many of you in the room, like Commissioner Howell, The Little School has 
touched your life. Although our new building, which opened 10 years ago 
provides incredible physical environment for children it is the care and dedication 
of our great staff and the trust that our families put in us that make us who we are 
today. We would not be here tonight however, if it weren't for our great founders, 
Hattye Mae Biddle, Penny Fox and of course our great mentor and friend Mary 
Jane Rector. It was the vision of these ladies so many years ago that set the stage 
for The Little School and has been offering young children and their families for 
over 65 years. Our focus continues to be on the social/emotional development of 
children and building trusting relationships with the children we serve and their 
families. For these reasons and many more, we have decided to begin a 
community kindness campaign in honor of The Little School's 65th year. What a 
better way to honor our founders and the children we serve than to practice what 
we preach. In our busy lives I can't think of anything .. .in our busy lives I think 
sometimes we forget what the power of kindness can do. 

Ms. Ratliff: So we are here tonight not to ask for money but to ask for your 
assistance. As you do your work as elected officials and representatives of Kent 
County we ask you to support our campaign and to help promote it. This can be 
done by doing acts of kindness yourself or taking note when someone else does an 
act of kindness. Paying it forward is priceless, and if in doubt, watch the children 
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in our care. We have also created a postcard campaign that you will see there on 
your desk. We are going to leave your with those tonight along with some 
magnets with our 65th year logo. We chose a red, white and blue logo for our 
65th birthday in honor of Jack and Jane Richter who loved this community and 
our country. The postcard campaign is simple and instructions are on the card. 
We're asking that individuals do something kind for someone and then write their 
act of kindness on the back. They will then mail us the postcard which has 
already been stamped. We will display the cards at our school and share them 
every chance we get. Again, we want to thank you for giving us a few moments 
of your time tonight. As someone said in the leadership meeting on Monday 
night, if you're lucky enough to wake up the next day and put your feet on the 
ground don't waste your opportunity to do something great. Being a leader in our 
community means empowering those around us, not for our own gain but for the 
betterment of others. Big or small we have the opportunity to positively impact 
the lives of others, but it is a choice. The Little School family chooses to be kind 
and hopes to empower others to do the same. Thank you for your time and 
support as we impact one person at a time. So, go out... 

Ms. Mercer: Be great ... 

Ms. Mercer, Ms. Ratliff, and Ms. Ellsworth: And sprinkle kindness like glitter. 

Mr. Banta: On behalf of Levy Court we sincerely appreciate your attendance, but 
before you leave we have something for you. So, Lorrie would you be kind 
enough to read the Tribute. 

The following was read into the record by Lorri Tanaka: 

Kent County Levy Court Tribute to The Little School at Kids Cottage 
65th Anniversary 

Kent County Levy Court is honored to pay Tribute to The Little School at Kids 
Cottage, in celebration of your 65th Anniversary. 

Established in 1954, by Hattye Mae Biddle and Penny Fox on North Queen Street 
in Dover, The Little School began with 11 children, to address the need of 
children of working families to have a nurturing environment before and after 
school hours. 

Today, The Little School at Kids Cottage, now owned by Shannon Mercer and 
Lisa Ratliff, is established as a steady fixture in Kent County and continues its 
mission and commitment to early childhood educational development providing 
classes and programs designed to launch a life of success and fulfillment in our 
youth. 
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Kent County Levy Court honors The Little School at Kids Cottage on your 
accomplishments and extends its sincere congratulations. 

May you have a very happy 651
h Anniversary! 

At this point the Commissioners and County Administrator joined the ladies at the 
front for presentation ofthe Tribute and photos. 

Employee of the Month- November 2018 

Ms. Tanaka read the following into the record: 

Kent County Department Heads have selected MICHELE A. LAPINSKI from 
the Department of Community Services as the November 2018 Employee ofthe 
Month. 

Michele has been a Kent County employee since July 1989 and currently serves 
as a Library Technician II in the Division of Libraries. Her primary duties 
include assisting library patrons with book and material selection, cataloging and 
processing library materials, and assisting visitors with the public computers and 
Internet access. 

Michele previously served as an Account Specialist in the Parks & Recreation 
Department, before transferring to the Libraries Division in 2015 , and was a long 
time Employee Council member serving as Secretary for the group for many 
years. Since then she has become very involved in programming activities and 
providing leadership to unique elements of the reading community - such as 
anime and music. She is passionate about reading and that is reflect in the 
outstanding effort she invests in every program. 

According to Community Services Director Jeremy Sheppard, "Michele takes 
advantage of her personal passions of music and art to create new and successful 
programs at the Kent County Public Library. Michele is a thoughtful and 
dedicated long time employee of Kent County." 

Congratulations Michele on a job well done! Michele currently resides in 
Commissioner Hosfelt's and Pepper's districts. 

Ms. Lapinsky, accompanied by Jeremy Sheppard joined the Commissioners and 
County Administrator at the front. 

Mr. Banta: Well, Michele you've done an outstanding job with Community 
Service and we appreciate the job you've done. I'm sure that you keep Jeremy 
straight and I'm sure that's a full-time job in doing that. So before I hand this 
down to the other Commissioners to make comments, Jeremy, anything you'd 
like to say, sir? 
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Mr. Sheppard: *INAUDIBLE* 

Mr. Pepper: You know, our library, one ofthe things that you represent at the 
library is Kent County government and all the good that Kent County does. So 
it's folks like you that portray yourself and the County in a good light that makes 
it possible for us to get all the great comments that we get about the library. So 
thank you very much and thank you for all the years of service that you've had 
with us. Congratulations and best of luck and stay with us for a long time. Thank 
you. 

Mr. Angel: Well, Michele I can actually remember walking into the office and 
seeing you there for the first time when I came to talk to Harry VanSant, your 
former boss. So retirement has a lot of things to offer, don't let them sit idle and 
whatever you do I know you'll do well. And please don't forget us here, come 
back and visit. We're going to miss you too. 

Mr. Buckson: Allan? Listen, I don't remember the first day you were here 
however I do remember seeing you in and out of various offices here at the 
County and elsewhere. I just think keep it up you're doing a fantastic. You're 
like me; you're staring at an opportunity to retire when it's your time. I look 
forward to it when it's my time. Anyway, on a serious note I thank you for 
everything that you do and keep it up, you're doing a great job. 

Mr. Sweeney: Michele, don't listen to them. We don't want you to retire. You 
were at Parks and Rec counter when I started here and you were very helpful to 
me. But to see you grow in the way that you have at the library and take your 
passion and bring your passion in the programs at the library's greatly 
appreciated. And that's why you're standing here tonight as the Employee of the 
Month so congratulations and stay with us for a long time. 

Mr. Howell: Amen to all of that. Glad we have you. Hope you don't retire for a 
long time. 

Mr. Petit de Mange: Michele, our library on ... down in Woodside is known as the 
friendly library on the highway. It's a great slogan and you're one of the reasons 
why it's such a friendly, great library. So on behalf of your fellow employees I 
just want to say congratulations; well deserved. 

Ms. Lapinsky: Well, this was a complete surprise to me. I never in a million 
years would have guessed that but I do appreciate it. Thank you very much. I've 
enjoyed working for the County. I never expected to work for the same place for 
this amount of time but I'm very grateful for the honor. Thank you. 

Mr. Banta: And you might get a check for $500.00 come Christmas ... 
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Ms. Welliver: It's a very well deserved honor. I'm the Library Director and I'm 
fortunate that Michele transferred into my department. She's been an asset to our 
organization and she ' s full of wonderful ideas she ' s not afraid to implement and 
she's not afraid to try new things. I'm very grateful to have her on board. 
Congratulations, Michele. . 

Ms. Lapinsky: I'd just like to thank Hilary for giving me the opportunity to come 
down to the library and taking a chance on me. I wasn't sure how it would work 
out but I think it' s worked out beneficially for everybody. Thank you. 

The presentation of the award was then made and photos were taken. 

RECESS TO COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

RECONVENE BUSINESS MEETING-8:39P.M. 

OLD BUSINESS- None 

NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Sweeney: 
1. Introduction of Resolution 3724, SWM-18-05 for the area known as The 

First Tenth, a resolution to extend the Kent County Stormwater 
Maintenance District pursuant to Chapter 52, Title 9 of the Delaware 
Code, Section 90.4.E (10), Chapter 187 ofthe County Code for Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, December 18, 2018 at 7:00p.m. 

2. Introduction of Resolution 3722, SWM-14-19, area known as Hidden 
Creek, a resolution to extend the Kent County Stormwater Maintenance 
District pursuant to Chapter 52, Title 9 of the Delaware Code, Section 
90.4.E (10), Chapter 187 ofthe Kent County Code for Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, December 18,2018 at 7:00p.m. 

Mr. Howell: 
1. Introduction of Resolution 3710 - A Resolution Establishing Quails Nest 

Garbage Collection District No. 164 for Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
December 11 , 2018 at 7 p.m. 

2. Introduction of Resolution 3711- A Resolution Establishing Quails Nest
Section 2- Street Light District No. 164A for public hearing on Tuesday, 
December 11 , 2018 at 7 p.m. 

3. Potential Action Item from Public Works Committee Meeting: 
Purchase of Used Loader 

·. 
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I Move that we approve the purchase of the used wheel front end loader purchase 
as described; seconded by Mr. Pepper; carried by Roll Call vote six (6) yeas; one 
(1) absent. 

Mr. Buckson: 
1. Introduction of Resolution 3723 - A Resolution Extending J onathans 

Landing Garbage Collection District for public hearing on Tuesday, 
December 11 , 2018 at 7 p.m. 

2. Reintroduce Ordinance LC18-11, An Ordinance to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan Map Designation and the Official Zoning Map of 
Kent County, Delaware pursuant to the provisions of Kent County Code, 
Vol. II, Chapter 205 Zoning, Article III, Section 205-8 and Section 205-9, 
and Article XXVIII (changes and amendments) effective December 0 1, 
2000, as amended. (Reference: Application No. Z-18-01) for Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, December 18, 2018 at 7:00p.m. 

3. Introduction of Ordinance LC18-18, An Ordinance to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan Map Designation and the Official Zoning Map of 
Kent County, Delaware pursuant to the provisions of Kent County Code, 
Vol. II, Chapter 205 Zoning, Article III, Section 205-8 and Section 205-9, 
and Article XXVIII (changes and amendments) effective December 0 1, 
2000, as amended. (Reference: Application No. CZ-18-10 Moore's Lake 
Shopping Center, L.L.C.) for Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 18, 
2018 at 7:00p.m. 

OTHER BUSINESS - None 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

Mr. Petit de Mange: I just wanted to inform the Commissioners that we settled 
today on the purchase of the property on Route 8 at 2490 Forrest Avenue which 
will become the newest paramedic station for Kent County. And I thank 
President Banta for being here at 3:00 o' clock this afternoon to handle the 
settlement. That property is now in our possession and we'll begin the planning 
process as soon as possible, which will begin with working with an architect on 
designs and of course the staff with the layout of the facility and then we'll 
proceed on from there with contracting and so on and so forth. Hopefully by mid
summer to later summer we will have that station up and running and look 
forward to that exciting project. Second item, wanted to inform or remind the 
Commissioners as the case may be that the swearing in ceremony for new elected 
officials and returning elected officials who were recently re-elected will be held 
on Thursday, December 2ih at 3:00p.m. in this room and will be followed by a 
reception in Room 220 as is County tradition. We ' ll get notices out to everyone; I 
just wanted to give that to you so it's on your calendars. That's Thursday, 
December 2ih at 3:00p.m. Thank you, Mr. President. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Mr. Banta: I'll just make one brief comment. I had the opportunity the past week 
to attend five Veteran's Day ceremonies, all of which were done very 
professionally. One was done actually at Return Day, I had one in Clayton, two 
in Smyrna and there was a fifth one .. .it's immaterial. The point was they were 
all well attended. Oh, it was the American Legion. They had a breakfast and they 
had brought in a group of people from upstate Delaware to sign for about 45 
minutes so that went very well also. Thank you. 

Mr. Pepper: I make a Motion immediately following Committee Meetings 
tonight for Executive Session in the Caucus Room for preliminary discussion on 
site acquisition for a publicly funded capital improvement; legal strategy session 
regarding collective bargaining or pending or potential litigation; and personnel 
matters pursuant to 29 Del. C. 10004(b) (2), (4), and (9); seconded by Mr. 
Buckson; carried by Roll Call vote six (6) yeas; one (1) absent. 

Motion to adjourn to Executive Session was made by Mr. Pepper; seconded by 
Mr. Sweeney and Mr. Buckson; carried by Roll Call vote six (6) yeas; one (1) 
absent. 8:48p.m. 

~ftflda_Jj~ 
Brenda Wootten 
Kent County Clerk of the Peace 


