
County Administrator Mike Petit de Mange retires  

Kent County Administrator MICHAEL J. PETIT de MANGE has announced his retirement after 

more than 20 years of service. His last day in the office before starting about four months of 

terminal leave (unused vacation) was December 22, 2022.  Congratulations to Mike P.! 

 Mike started as County Administrator in April 2007 following the 

retirement of former Administrator Robert McLeod.  Prior to that he served 

five years as Director of Planning Services. The University of Delaware 

graduate actually started his County career in 1985 as a Planning Graphics 

Specialist (long before GIS) and was later promoted to Planner.  In 1989 he 

accepted a position with the City of Dover and was later appointed Director of 

Planning & Inspections there until returning to Kent County in 2002.  He 

earned his AICP accreditation in 1994. 

 Mike recently recalled that his first major challenge as Kent County Administrator was 

navigation of the subprime mortgage crisis of 2007-2008, which significantly impacted revenues 

and resulted in serious budget constraints and a reduced workforce. His stellar leadership helped 

guide the County through those very tough years. In addition to successive balanced budgets and 

promoting economic development, Mike has shepherded numerous important projects and 

achieved many milestones including the following: 

- Transition of information technology operations from a contracted service to a 

County department and the implementation of a cloud based enterprise (I.T.) solution 

currently underway, 

- Acquisition of land in concert with the Boy Scouts of America and the Nature 

Conservancy for Kesselring County Park on New Burton Road south of Dover, 

- Construction of a joint use recreation facility in partnership with the Boys & Girls 

Club at Kesselring Park, 

- Acquisition of the first County-owned building for the Kent County Library, 

- Facilitation of the location and unparalleled support for the DE Turf outdoor sports 

complex located south of Frederica, 

- Evolution of a local government workers compensation insurance pool concept to a 

full-fledged operating municipal self-funded consortium, 

- Establishment of a premiere Veterans Memorial Park with the VVA Chapter 850 on 

surplus property located on the northside of the Kent County Complex campus, 

- Renovation/removal of derelict properties for the west Dover paramedic substation,  

- Increased number of paramedics and 9-1-1 dispatchers to meet the growing demand 

for emergency medical services, 

- Enhancements of all County parks and upgrades at the wastewater treatment facility 

including continuous replacement/repair of aging infrastructure, 

- Improvement of working relationships with local municipalities, 

- And so much more. 

 

 Kent County Levy Court has appointed Personnel Director Allan Kujala to serve as 

“Acting” County Administrator until a new Administrator is officially selected in early 2023. He 

can be reached at countyadministrator@kentcountyde.gov 
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