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Levy Court is your County government, Kent Coun-
ty Levy Court is comprised of seven elected Commis-
sioners-six who are elected from the districts in which 
they reside-and the seventh elected at-large to rep-
resent the entire county. The Commissioners serve 
at the will of the electorate and answer solely to their 
constituents. Since the Commissioners are elected of-
ficials it is customary to refer to them with the designa-
tion of Honorable.

Levy Court responsibilities include enacting plan-
ning and land use ordinances, providing parks and 
recreation facilities, establishing fees, providing emer-

gency medical services, 911 communications, emer-
gency management, approving sewer system con-
struction, establishing the yearly tax rate, appointing 
department heads and overseeing the county depart-
ments that support the mission of Levy Court. The 
Commissioners appoint a County Administrator who 
is responsible for managing the day-to-day operations 
of county government. 

Levy Court offices are located at 555 Bay Road. 
Residents may call 744-2300 or 744-2305 to reach 
a County Office. For more information on Levy Court, 
please visit our website at www.co.kent.de.us .

About the Levy Court
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About the Row Offices

Kent County Phone Directory

Kent County Administrative Complex 
555 Bay Road
Dover, DE 19901

Levy Court .................................................. 744-2305
Assessment Office .....................................744-2401
Building Permits & Inspections ...............744-2451
Code Enforcement ....................................744-2452
Community Development .......................744-2480
Economic Development ......................... 678-3028
Engineering .................................................744-2430
Facilities Mgmt. ..........................................744-2357
Finance .........................................................744-2386

a.Tax Section ............................................744-2341
GIS/Mapping ................................................744-2416
Information Technology ...........................744-2365
Parks & Recreation ....................................744-2495
Personnel ......................................................744-2310
Planning ........................................................744-2471

Row Offices
Clerk of the Peace .....................................744-2346
Recorder of Deeds Office ........................744-2315
Register of Wills Office .............................744-2330
Sheriff’s Office ............................................. 736-2161

Kent County Emergency Services Building
911 Public Safety Blvd.
Dover, DE 19901

Emergency Communications ................ 735-2200
Emergency Management ........................735-3465
Emergency Medical Services ................. 735-2180

Kent County Library
497 South Red Haven Lane
Dover, DE 19901

  Library Services .........................................744-1919

Kent County Parks and Recreation
1683 New Burton Road
Dover, DE 19904  ...............................................744-2495

Kent County Wastewater Treatment Plant
139 Milford Neck Road
Milford, DE 19963

Wastewater Facilities ...............................335-6000

Register of Wills:
Hon. Harold K. Brode
Harold.Brode@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2330
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Chief Deputy – Dianne M. Rager
Dianne.Rager@co.kent.de.us.
(302) 744-2328

Deputy – Peggy Ivory
Peggy.Ivory@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2327

Recorder of Deeds:
Hon. Betty Lou McKenna
Bettylou.mckenna@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2321
Office Hours: 8:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Deputy – Alisa Stafford
Alisa.Stafford@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2318

Sheriff: 
Hon. Jason Mollohan
Jason.Mollohan@co.kent.de.us
(302) 736-2161
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Chief Deputy – Chris White
Chris.White@co.kent.de.us
(302) 744-2158

Clerk of the Peace:
Hon. Brenda Wootten
Brenda.Wootten@co.kent.de.us
(302 744-2346
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Deputy – Patricia A. Brown
Trish.Brown@co.kent.de.us

Kent County has four Row Officers; each of which is an elected official. Row Officers serve four year terms 
and each is empowered to manage their office. Each row office performs a distinct function within the County 
Government. Row Officers are held accountable to the electorate and it is customary to refer to them with the 
designation of Honorable.
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From an idea that was hatched last January during Levy Court’s an-
nual Winter Retreat, this past August, Levy Court authorized the estab-
lishment of the Kent County Emerging Enterprises Development Cen-
ter (EEDC). The intervening time was spent developing a plan for Kent 
County’s first Business Incubator and visiting other successful incuba-
tors to learn from their experiences.

Generally, business incubators are designed to be proactive, sup-
portive environments that promote business opportunity, job creation, 
and economic prosperity. They seek to provide economies of scale 
by locating several early stage businesses within affordable shared 
space under one roof. This allows multiple businesses to develop new 
ventures by lowering startup costs, conserving cash, and reducing 
potentially high service fees associated with single business startups. 
Typically, incubators provide multiple advantages including; leases at 
or below market level rents, low costs for shared general services (se-
curity, meeting rooms, telephones, WIFI, copiers, cleaning services, re-
ception areas), managerial consulting, business plan development, and 
mentor relationships. 

The Kent County Emerging EDC is situated on the 2nd Floor of the 
Kent County Administration Building at 555 South Bay Road in Dover 
and occupies roughly 2,000 square feet of flex-office space. It is antici-
pated that eight small business entrepreneurs can be accommodated 
within the space. The County has partnered with the Central Delaware 
Chamber of Commerce and the University of Delaware’s Small Busi-
ness Development Center to provide educational, mentoring and busi-
ness development services to tenants of the EEDC. “As a Chamber of 
Commerce we could not be more thrilled about the new Kent County 
Emerging Enterprise Center. There is a definite need for small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs to have the opportunity to locate in a facility 
that does not just provide them with a space, but also will provide them 
with assistance they need to growing their business. We are thrilled 
to be a partner with Kent County on this amazing project!” said Judy 
Diogo, president of the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce.

A range of workspace options are available including: Semi-Private Workstations; Professional Desk Space 
Cubicles; Business Desk Workspace and Weekly Share Space. Spaces lease from $75/month up to $225/
month. Depending on lease, pricing is offered beginning at $75/month for a Weekly Share Space. Some of the 
services provided with lease include: WIFI access; shared copier; conference room spaces; business address; 
housekeeping services; and, membership in the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce (with Semi-Private 
& Professional Desk leases).

“With this initiative I believe we’re taking an important step forward” commented Levy Court Commissioner 
Eric Buckson. “Small business success is vital to a growing economy. This Business Incubation Center will sup-
port entrepreneurs in their development of start-up businesses throughout the County,” he said.

To learn more about the Emerging Enterprises Development Center, please contact Economic Development 
Director James Waddington, at 302/678-3028, or by email at James.Waddington@co.kent.de.us.

THE KENT COUNTY EMERGING ENTERPRISES 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER:

Kent County’s First Small Business Incubator

SEMI-PRIVATE 
WORKSTATION

PROFESSIONAL 
DESK SPACE CUBICAL

CONFERENCE SPACE
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On September 19, 2017, the Administra-
tion Committee of Levy Court met with rep-
resentatives of the United States Marine 
Corps Central Delaware Reserve Unit to 
discuss the 2017 Toys for Tots gift drive and 
any needs the program might have. The 
discussion focused primarily on the mission 
of the Central Delaware Toys for Tots Pro-
gram to provide holiday gifts for children in 
need within the community as a means of 
spreading joy and goodwill during the holi-
day season. 

An immediate need was that of a build-
ing to serve as a base of operation for this 
year’s campaign and gift distribution from 
October through early January. In learning of 
this situation and the significant role this pro-
gram plays in the community, the Levy Court 
Commissioners unanimously endorsed a 
proposal to make available a County owned 
building located at 26 Starlifter Avenue within 
the Kent AeroPark for a short term lease to 
the Program for $1.00. On September 29th, 
a Lease Agreement was executed that runs 
from October 1, 2017 through January 15, 
2018.  The Toys for Tots Program began mov-
ing into the Building on September 30th. 
Levy Court President P. Brooks Banta said, 
“Toys for Tots is a well-organized charity with 
the very worthwhile mission of bringing joy 

to children and families in need, and we fully 
endorse this Program.”

Throughout the fall and early winter, the 
Toys for Tots Campaign is in full swing with 
Donation Collection Boxes and public aware-
ness efforts ongoing throughout this period. 
As toys and other gifts are deposited in des-
ignated Collection Boxes at various locations 
throughout the County, personnel from the 
Marine Corps Reserve collect the donations, 
sort the gifts, and prepare gift packages for 
distribution to those less fortunate children in 
the area. While this work is ongoing, the Ma-
rine Corps Reserve is also working with local 
social service agencies, places of worship, 
and community support organizations to 
identify those in need and to develop plans 
for the gift distribution. “Every year presents 
its challenges and we are always in need of 
sponsors and gift donations,” said Dennis 
Sipple, Kent County Coordinator for the Toys 
for Tots Program. “We believe that every child 
deserves a little holiday joy at Christmastime 
and we would like to thank Kent County for 
stepping up and providing us with this build-
ing to help make that happen.”

For more information or to learn how you 
can donate to this very worthy Program, 
please visit the Toys for Toys website at: 
www.toysfortots.org 

Levy Court Partners with 
Toys for Tots Campaign



6  ❅  Kent County Levy Court                                                                                                     Winter 2017

The Flag of the United States of 
America is that enduring symbol of 
liberty and freedom that we as Ameri-
cans salute and pledge our allegiance 
to on a regular basis. Have you ever 
wondered what to do with your Amer-
ican Flag that has become old, worn-
out, or faded? Well, Kent County now 
offers an appropriate, dignified solu-
tion that meets the United States Flag 
Code Standards – our Official U.S. 
Flag Disposal Box.

 According to The United States 
Flag Code, “The Flag, when it is in 
such condition that it is no longer a 
fitting emblem of display, should be 
destroyed in a dignified way, prefer-
ably by burning.” The County has part-
nered with the National Association of 
Counties and The American Legion 
Walter L. Fox Post #2 to provide a 
process for the proper retirement of 
such worn out U.S. Flags. An Official 
U.S. Flag Disposal Box has been gra-

ciously provided to Kent County as a 
benefit of membership in the National 
Association of Counties (NACo).

The Kent County U.S. Flag Dis-
posal Box is located within the Main 
Entrance foyer at the County Adminis-
tration Building located at 555 South 
Bay Road in Dover. “Levy Court is 
proud to partner with NACo and The 
American Legion in offering this ser-
vice to our community in honor and 
respect for Old Glory,” commented 
Commissioner Allan Angel. 

Anyone seeking to properly dis-
pose of their worn-out U.S. flag may 
simply visit the County Building and 
drop the flag into the disposal box. 
As discarded U.S. flags are collected, 
they will be transferred to the Ameri-
can Legion Walter L. Fox Post #2 for a 
proper, dignified retirement.

For more information about the 
United States Flag, please visit www.
nationalflagfoundation.org. 

Kent County Offers Free Flag Disposal

Kent County Levy Court Com-
missioners unanimously voted on a 
resolution on Tuesday, November 14, 
2017 to bring countywide awareness 
to homelessness. After a deeply felt 
presentation by youth from Char-
ity Crossing, a non-profit organization 
committed to uplifting communities by 
providing three basic needs, “Food, 
Clothing, and Shelter” Resolution 
3665 happened; declaring Wednes-
day, February 14, 2018 as “Socks For 
The Homeless Day” in Kent County,  
Delaware. 

Nearly 800 people are home-
less on any given day in Delaware. 
The provision of clean, dry socks can 
significantly reduce the likelihood of 
frostbite or the loss of limb and ampu-
tation. A pair of socks is a basic life ne-
cessity, and can make a big difference 
in the life of a homeless person. Be-
cause of this, all seven Commission-
ers encourage Kent Countians to con-
tribute to Charity Crossing and other 
organizations dedicated to providing 
assistance to the homeless and those 
less fortunate among us.

Kent County Levy Court Declares February 14, 2018,  
“Socks for the Homeless Day” in Kent County

Priya Jayakumar, 9th Grader,  
Caravel Academy

Mrs. JoVanna H. Dodge, 
Jefferson Award Advisor

Saanvi Venkatesan, 8th Grader, 
Alfred G. Waters Middle School
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Beginning with the new Budget Year which began on 
July 1, 2017, Levy Court has established a new Kent County 
Grant Program entitled the Community Event Promotional 
Grant. This Grant Fund is intended to be used as financial 
assistance for small community based events on a first 
come/first considered basis, to help cover promotional ex-
penses associated with an event. Qualified promotional ex-
penses include: advertising costs; promotional brochures, 
pamphlets, cards, posters, or flyers; event signage; and 
similar promotional materials. The maximum Grant Award 
under this program shall be $750.00.

In order to qualify for Community Promotional Grant Pro-
gram funding, events must be open to the public and take 
place within the corporate limits of Kent County, Delaware 
including all of the incorporated towns and cities in (or par-
tially in) Kent County. A qualifying event, or events, shall be 
endorsed and/or hosted by a municipality in Kent County, 
Delaware. 

Qualifying events include but may not be limited to: 
Community Festivals; Parades; Concerts; Music Festivals; 
Plays, Dance Recitals and Similar Entertainment; Fireworks 
Displays; Fundraisers in Support of Non-Profit Corpora-
tions; Automobile and Antique Shows; Historical Re-En-
actments; Art Exhibitions; Educational Programs; Running 
Events in support of Non-Profit or Charitable Organizations; 
and similar events. 

Ineligible Events/Activities
The following events shall be ineligible for funding: In-

vitation Only Events; Member Only Events; Age-Restricted 
Events; Gender-Restricted Events; Service Organization 
Sponsored Events; Political Rallies; Social or Political Dem-
onstrations; Protest Marches; Religious or Theological 
Events. 

(NOTE: Any Event that has already been approved for 
Grant Funding in the FY2018 Budget shall be ineligible for 
additional Community Promotional Grant Program funding 
during FY2018.)

How to Apply
Applicant shall complete an Application for the Com-

munity Promotional Grant Program and return it the Levy 
Court Office for review and processing. The Application 
Form along with the Program Guidelines are available in 
the Levy Court Office or on our website at www.co.kent.
de.us. Application may be made at any time throughout 
the year, subject to available funding. The Application shall 
be signed by the Mayor or Highest Elected Official of the 
municipality where the event will take place. If the event 
is located within the unincorporated area, the Levy Court 
Commissioner representing that area may sponsor the Ap-
plication.

Each Application will be forwarded to the Levy Court 
Finance Committee for review and consideration. All dis-
bursements from this Grant Fund shall be approved by 
Levy Court. The Applicant or their representative may be 
requested to attend the Levy Court Committee Meeting 
when the Grant Application is being considered. 

Levy Court Creates Grant to Help 
Promote Community Events

DID YOU KNOW….. The City of Dover was 
established in 1717 by William Penn who first con-
ceived of the idea in 1683 for the creation of a 
town to serve as the seat of government in Kent 
County. After the Revolutionary War, the General 
Assembly of the First State met in the town of 
New Castle until May 12, 1777 when the General 
Assembly passed a Bill making Dover the Capital 
City of the First State.

This year of 2017 we celebrate the 300th 
Anniversary of the founding of the City of Dover.

Happy Birthday Dover!
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Employees of the Month

Stella J. Padilla
July 2017 Employee of the Month

Kent County Department Heads have selected Stella J. Padilla from the Department 
of Public Works as the July 2017 Employee of the Month. Stella has been a Kent 
County employee since March 2002 and serves as Laboratory Technician II in the 
Laboratory section of the Division of Wastewater Facilities. Her primary duties include 
daily wastewater sample collection and evaluation of test results for optimization of 
plant operations at the Resource Recovery Facility in Frederica. Stella has more than 
20 years of experience in wastewater operations and holds a Class III Wastewater 
Facilities Operator license issued by the State of Delaware.

John R. Witzke
August 2017 Employee of the Month

Kent County Department Heads have selected John R. Witzke from the Department 
of Public Safety as the August 2017 Employee of the Month. John started with Kent 
County in February 2001 and serves as a Paramedic III in the Division of Emergency 
Medical Services. His primary duties include treating patients using advanced emer-
gency care procedures and insuring the high quality delivery of life support tech-
niques. As the Sergeant for his shift, John is the team leader responsible for assisting 
the Field Supervisor with communication, evaluation, and continuous training. In ad-
dition, he performs Special Ops duties as a member of the bike team and technical 
rescue group. 

Joseph W. Paugh Jr. 
September 2017 Employee of the Month

Kent County Department Heads have selected Joseph W. Paugh Jr. from the De-
partment of Community Services as the September 2017 Employee of the Month. 
Joe started with Kent County in February 2016 and serves as a Recreation Program 
Supervisor I in the Division of Parks & Recreation. His primary duties include organiz-
ing and coordinating recreational programs, activities at the Recreation Center and 
various County parks along with special events such as the Children’s Halloween 
Fantasy Trail at Brecknock Park, which requires the direction of over 30 volunteers. 
He also lends his leadership by personally coaching youth sports programs such as 
tot volleyball and tot and youth floor hockey.


